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Roundup Commentaries From SADCC Summit 


MB0909134390 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1840 GMT 6 Sep 90 


[Report on 24-25 August Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference, SADCC, summit in Gabor- 
one, Botswana compiled by At Viljoen, South African 
Broadcasting Corportion correspondent; with clips of 
Zambian President Kenneth Kaunda, Dr. S. Makoni of 
SADCC, Dr. Simon Brand of South African Develoment 
Bank, Botswana Finance Minister Dr. F. G. Mogae, 
OAU secretary general Salim Salim, and interview with 
South Africa Foreign Minister Pik Botha—recorded] 


[Text] The annual summit of the Southern African 
Development Coordinating [as heard] Conference, also 
known as SADCC, has just been concluded in Gaborone, 
Botswana. Attacks on South Africa, which have become 
so customary of former SADCC meetings, have now 
made way for cautious compliments about the direction 
of internal change in South Africa, and some voices have 
even asked for intensified economic cooperation with its 
southern neighbor. At Viljoen was there, and he com- 
piled this report: 


[Begin video recording] [Kaunda] We must be thinking of 
what this region is going to look like after South Africa has 
joined the OAU, after South Africa has joined SADCC, after 
South Africa has joined the PTA [Preferential Trade Area]. 
The coming of a democratic South Africa will change the 
relationships in the region from conflict and confrontation 
to cooperation and coordination, thus playing the iniportant 
role of freeing resources from defense and security, with 
much-needed economic development. 


[Viljoen] Zambia’s President Kaunda, speaking at the 
summit of the SADCC, the Southern African Development 
Coordinating Conference, this year celebrating its 10th 
anniversary. President Kaunda’s anticipation of South 
Africa as a future member of SADCC, was paradoxically at 
odds with one of the very reasons for the establishment of 
SADCC in 1980, namely, to lessen the inordinate economic 
dependence on its southern neighbor. 


The organization was also meant to pool and mobilize 
resources in the region for its member countries, namely, 
Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, Zambia, 
Angola, Mozambique, Malawi, Tanzania, and Namibia 
as the most recent addition. 


The area has a combined population of almost 90 million 
people. It has substantial natural and mineral resources, 
from Angolan oil to Botswanan diamonds, vast deposits of 
coal, some excellent pastures and enormous tourist poten- 
tial. And yet, the area is plagued by low economic growth, 
enormous unemployment, and a collective debt equal to its 
annual Gross National Product. 
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Nevertheless, it has been possible for the summit to 
report on several areas of mild success. Transport depen- 
dence on South Africa, once almost total because of 
inadequate facilities, administrative inefficiency and 
guerrilla activities in Angola and Mozambique, it is said 
has been reduced to just over 50 percent by security and 
administrative improvements. 


Steps are being taken to integrate the electricity gener- 
ated by Cahora Bassa in Mozambique into a unified grid 
that also includes Tanzania, Malawi, Zambia and Zim- 
babwe. Resources are being pooled for the creation of a 
fully-fledged regional airline to replace the present mul- 
tiplicity of unprofitable mini-lines. And, a small food 
surplus was produced during the past year. 


{[Dr. Makoni] When we started, people laughed at us and 
they said, how can you, Marxist-Leninist Angola, with 
Malawi, traditional, monarchist Swaziland with Tan- 
zania, Mwalimu [teacher] Nyerere to work with King 
Sobuza? Samora Machel to work with Seretse Khama? 
Free-market, private enterprise economy—it’s impos- 
sible. But here we are, ten years later, and none of us has 
said a nasty word to each other. 


[Viljoen] At the same time, it was clear that attempts at 
greater regional integration have as yet only scratched 
the surface. Whereas only five percent of total trade in 
the region is being conducted among SADCC members, 
the bloc as a whole conducts about 50 percent of its trade 
with South Africa. 


South African exports to Africa, most of which goes to 
SADCC members, last year totalled about 2.2 billion rands, 
whereas imports from the region was around 1.3 billion 
rands. The trade surplus of close to a billion rands, estab- 
lishes Africa as South Africa’s most lucrative market. In 
fact, any economic organization in this region without 
South Africa, resembles Hamlet without the prince. 


South Africa’s GNP of around 300 billion rands repre- 
sents about 71 percent of that region as a whole, or 
almost three times that of the ten SADCC countries 
combined. Political aversion to South Africa’s internal 
policies has meant that economic integration has been a 
necessity, not a choice. But voices in the region are now 
asserting a future of much-extended cooperation. 


[Kaunda] We have literally untapped opportunities in 
terms of cheaper electricity than any other region that I 
can think of on this continent and perhaps beyond. 


[Viljoen] The Congo River in mid-Africa. Some say it 
has the largest potential for hydroelectric power known, 
but lack of know-how, enterprise, and a market has kept 
it untapped. It has been a dream of leading South African 
engineers to develop and harness this source into the 
South and Southern African power grid. 


Another engineering dream is the diversion of the Zam- 
bezi from the Caprivi through a system of canals and 
tunnels to the relatively dry and thirsty south, creating 
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thousands of kilometers of canals in Botswana and 
northern South Africa on which barge traffic could 
provide one of the cheapest forms of transport, but 
political sensitivities have thus far prevented any serious 
mutual consideration of ventures like these. 


[Brand] I would see some of the main areas of increased 
cooperation being in the area of what one could, in 
general terms, call techical cooperation. South Africa has 
the capacity and the skilled people, the professional 

and so on, to assist very greatly in identifying 
viable development projects and programs in some of 
the other countries, in assisting with the design of those 
projects, with the implementation of the projects, and 
also in running those projects. And there, with that I 
mean South Africa, both the private sector and the 
public sector organizations. By making that more freely 
available, by being in a position to make that more freely 
available, | believe that South Africa can contribute to 
the better use of resources in other countries in the 
region and specifically also better use of foreign assis- 
tance that flows into this region. 


Specific areas of cooperation I would see as being on the 
infrastructure side: improving further the transport 
links, the communication links, better utilization of the 
water resources and energy resources of the whole region. 
And then, I would certainly think that in the area of 
research, South Africa’s research facilities could usefully 
be made available also to the other countries in the 
region, but I think an important point in this connection 
is that South Africa also has a lot to learn from work that 
has been done in some of the other countries, for 
example in the field of small-holder agricultural devel- 
opment, certain kinds of health programs, and so on. So 
it is not only a one-way flow that one wou!d be talking of. 


Finally, I would think that in an area such as tourism, 
and together with that environmental conservation, 
there is considerable scope for increased cooperation. 


[Viljoen] One of the joint tourist and environmental 
projects that has recently been suggested is the doubling 
of the Kruger National Park by the addition of land by 
Mozambique, thereby creating one of the largest game 
parks in the world and improving the natural migration 
patterns of its game. 


The summit saw the collapse of communism in Easterii 
Europe as another factor that would point to a greater 
potential role for South Africa in the region. 


[Mogae] The collapse of communism in Eastern Europe, 
the opening up of those economies, means that thy are 
going to be looking for investment. There are many 
countries in Southern Africa, and in fact in the whole of 
sub-Saharan Africa, who are all looking for private 
foreign investment. That means that we are going to face 
very tough competition from there, because in Eastern 
Europe they already have the infrastructure in place and 
the trained labor force; it’s a question of fine-tuning, and 
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therefore they are going to be a more attractive location 
for private foreign investment and we are going to have 
to compete with them. 


[Salim] Increasingly the European countries are looking 
inwardly, the Americans are working in the context of 
what is best in the context of North America, there is a 
rapprochement between the Soviet Union and the 
United States, so increasingly ideology becomes an irrel- 
evant factor. What is relevant is the issue of develop- 
ment, and with South Africa in the context of postapart- 
heid situation, within the ranks of independent African 
states, I think it will be an important addition to Africa’s 
efforts at economic and social development. 


[Viljoen] Delegates at the SADCC conference took note 
of the momentum of political change in South Africa. 


{[Kaunda] We welcome the dialogue and consultation 
that are now taking place between President de Klerk 
and Comrade Nelson Mandela, the deputy president of 
the African National Congress. We urge them, we urge 
them to conclude those talks quickly because we need 
South Africa in SADCC and the other organizations I 
have mentioned. 


[Mogae] When the policy and practices of apartheid go, 
then South Africa will be able to play a normal role in the 
region, that a country of its size, its level of development, 
can play in a region such as southern Africa. 


[Salim] I believe that a nonracial, democratic South 
Africa will have a very important and perhaps a major 
role to play in the southern African context, in political 
(?incorporation), but also will be an important ally in the 
context of Africa as Africa tries to get out of the present 
misery of underdevelopment. 


[Viljoen] It was only in 1960 when the then British prime 
minister Harald MacMillan addressed the South African 
Parliament with these words: 


[MacMillan voice recording] The wind of change is 
blowing through the this continent, and whether we like 
it or not, this growth of national consciousness is a 
(?reality). And, our national policies must take account 
of it. You understand this better than anyone. 


[Viljoen] After three decades of cold winds from the 
continent and beyond, it now seems that the breeze is 
changing South Africa’s way. Even then though, some 
restraints to economic integration are likely to remain 
for the time being. 


[Brand] It would be logical to expect that a more repre- 
sentative government in South Africa will be even more 
sensitive to the priority that domestic needs will have to 
take than even the present government is. And therefore. 
there wouldn't be a big motivation for such a govern- 
ment to divert resources from South Africa itself on a 
large scale to other countries in Africa. Despite these 
reservations, I do feel that exciting opportunities are 
going to open up, not necessarily in terms of single large 
projects, because there have been several such projects 
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despite the political constraints in the past, but simply 
because South Africa will be able—in a normalized 
environment, a normalized situation in the region as a 
whole—South Africa will be able to play the normal kind 
of leadership role that its economic prominence in the 
region, the strength of its institutions, both in the public 
and in the private sector, really suggests that it should 
have played a long time ago already. 


[Botha] As far as South Africa is concerned the signals to 
us is that it is realized that we should play a major if not 
decisive role, first of all in the southern Africa region, to 
try and save the economy of this region, and secondly 
that Africa would wish to make use of our expertise, 
technology, to a larger extent. That is quite clear. 


[Viljoen] So what should who do about it? 


[Botha] I believe that the governments ought to get 
together as soon as possible with the clear categoric 
intention of forming an organized association. I do not 
know what form, but it must be an organized association 
in respect of economic cooperation. The future belongs 
to economic growth. Unless we get into this act quickly 
before 1991, when Europe would become an economic 
unit, and, in Europe there is a strong move, but also for 
greater political unity, they would pass us by. They will 
leave us in the lurch. They will concentrate their efforts 
on Central and Eastern Europe. So, the days of ideolog- 
ical differences are over, and with apartheid virtually 
gone, there is no reason any longer, why the governments 
of southern Africa shouldn’t get together fast and 
urgently to draw up a scientifically based economic 
growth and development program. 


[Viljoen] Do you refer to a formalized market that would 
include South Africa? 


[Botha] Certainly, yes, South Africa will be the central 
part of it, but the one worrying factor is—in my discus- 
sions with our neighboring states—I get the impression 
that they somehow fear economic domination by South 
Africa. And our task now is to persuade them that they 
need not fear this. It is in our interest that our neighbors 
must develop so that fewer of their citizens cross our 
borders; we might have up to 2 million of them. It will be 
far better for us in South Africa, it will stimulate stability 
if development can also take place in our neighboring 
states, and we are there to assist, not to dominate. 


[Viljoen] And what pattern of future economic coopera- 
tion do you foresee in this region? 


[Botha] In respect of all important disciplines: transport, 
communications, telecommunications, imports, exports, 
industrial settlement, agricultural production, water pro- 
vision, energy provision, all of this must become inte- 
grated. We have a large market here, it needs to be 
(?made) dynamic, then it has potential also for invest- 
ment, of course stability, but it must be all- 
encompassing, in respect of all important disciplines of 
life and economic development. 
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[Viljoen] Mr. Minister, thank you very much. 
[Botha] You’re welcome. [end recording] 


Mengistu, Others Arrive for OAU Meeting 


EA0809064690 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[Text] Presidents Mengistu Haile-Mariam of Ethiopia and 
Dr. Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia have arrived in Uganda to 
attend a one-day OAU ad hoc committee meeting on 
South Africa which will open in Kampala tomorrow. The 
two heads of stat: were met at Entebbe Unternational 
Airport by the chairman of the OAU, President Yoweri 
Museveni. President Mengistu Haile Mariam of Ethiopia 
was the first to arrive. The two visiting heads of state 
inpected guards of honour mounted by the first battalion 
of the NRA [National Resistance Army] and they later 
drove to Kampala in a motorcade. 


The vice president of Botswana, Mr. Peter Mmusi, and the 
vice president of the ANC [African National Congress] of 
South Africa [Nelson Mandela], have also arrived in 
Uganda to attend the fifth meeting of the OAU ad hoc 
committee of heads of state and government. He [as heard] 
was met at Entebbe International Airport by the first deputy 
prime minister, Mr. Eriya Kategaya, cabinet ministers, and 
senior government officials. 


Other delegates already in Uganda include the Nigerian 
minister of external affairs, Major General Nwach ukwu, 
the Algerian minister of health, Mr. Sidi Said; and the 
Tanzanian minister of ioreign affairs, Mr. Ben Mkapa. 


Museveni Opens Committee 


EA0809222890 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0715 GMT 8 Sep 90 


(“Live Relay” of speech by Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni opening the fifth ordinary session of the OAU 
Ad Hoc Cummittee of heads of state and government on 
Southern Africa at the International Conference Center 
in Kampala] 


[Text] Distinguished heads of state and heads of delega- 
tions, excellencies, ladies, and gentlemen: The fifth ordi- 
nary session of the OAU Ad Hoc Committee of heads ~f 
state and government on Souther, Africa is called to 
order. I now call on the band ‘© play the national 
anthem, then I will deliver my speech. [band plays 
anthem] I got it wrong; it should be continental anthem 
or OAU anthem because it is not national. 


Your Excellency President Kenneth Kaunda, chairman 
of the Frontline States, your excellencies heads of state 
and government of the OAU Ad Hoc Committee on 
Southern Africa, Your Excellency the Secretary General 
of the OAU, your excellencies ladies and gentlemen: I am 
very pleased to welcome you all to Kampala on behalf of 
the Ugandan Government and people. It is a great honor 
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for us to host this August meeting [word indistinct] 
eminent spokesmen and champions of African dignity 
and freedom. You are all aware of the unanimous 
decision we took to hold the meeting at this particular 
time against all odds. Further delay to do this would 
have been a disservice to the cause of freedom and peace 
in the Southern African region. We also ask you to bear 
with us for any shortcomings in our preparations for this 
meeting, but we hope that this will not affect our 
deliberations. 


When we met in Harare in August 1989, we expressed 
our collective concern at the situation in Southern 
Africa. We also resolved to redouble our efforts to 
establish peace throughout the continent by ending all 
conflicts through negotiations based on the principles of 
justice and peace for all. At that meeting, we adopted the 
all-important Harare Declaration, a documer. which 
represented our collective view and judgment on the 
situation in Southern Africa and the direction towards 
peaceful change. In addition to this, the UN General 
Assembly at its 16th special session in December 1989 
elaborated on this declaration and came up with the UN 
declaration on apartheid and its destructive conse- 
quences in Southern Africa. Since that time, we have 
witnessed welcome changes in the general situation in 
Southern Africa, but much remains to be done. 


We last met in Lusaka on 19 March 1990 where we 
issued the Lusaka Statement on Southern Africa. Since 
that meeting, Namibia attained independence. 
Namibia’s independence was both a source of great pride 
for us as it symbolized the virtual end of the decoloni- 
zation process on the continent, and also symbolied the 
collective efforts of the Frontline States and the interna- 
tional community. On behalf of the Ugandan Govern- 
ment and people, I wish to warmly welcome President 
Sam Nujoma and the newly independent nation of 
Namibia into our fold, the fold of the independent 
African countries. [applause] 


Your Excellencies: The Namibian independence is still 
at an infant stage and we must take due cognizance of the 
many teasing problems, especially those of security and 
development. We all know that Walvis Bay and the 
offshore islands constitute an integral part of the terri- 
tory of Namibia, whose southern borders extend into the 
Orange River. Today this territory is still occupied by 
South Africa. We demand that South Africa withdraws 
from Walvis Bay unconditionally. Namibia also has to 
grapple with other social economic problems that are 
unique to her such as the reception [word indistinct] of 
returnees and rebuilding of the nation. 


We call upon the OAU member states, the UN, and the 
entire international community to render all assistance 
necessary to consolidate Namibia's sovereignty and terri- 
torial integrity as well as political and economic indepen- 
dence. Since the adoption of the Harare Declaration in 
1989, some modest and appreciable cievelopments have 
taken place in South Africa. Negotiations are under way 
between the ANC [African National Congres.] and the de 
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Klerk administration. These minor changes, however, are 
not tantamount to any fundamental or irreversible shift in 
the policy of apartheid and fall far short of fulfilling the 
conditions set out in the Harare Declaration. The legal 
pops of apartheid remain intact, and Mr. de Kierk’s 
commitment to majority rule is not only unclear but also 
does not unequivocally show the resolve to build a united, 
nonracial, and democratic South Africa. 


At this stage, tuerefore, there is no justification to 
‘onsider reviewing the international consensus against 
wpartheid, as this would risk aborting the process 
towards the dismantling of apartheid. We appeal to the 
international community to maintain and intensify pres- 
sure in all forms including sanctions against South Africa 
until the apartheid system is dismantled. 


Your Excellencies: You will no doubt agree with me that 
the continued lack of a united front between the ANC 
and the PAC [Pan-Africanist Congress] on the one hand 
and the wanton fratricidal violence between the sup- 
porters of the Inkatha movement and the ANC on the 
other hand is most disturbing. We earnestly call upon the 
various antiapartheid forces to iron out their differences 
and forge a common strategy and front in the struggle 
against apartheid, because interfactional fighting can 
only be exploited by the -acist forces to their advantage. 


The racists are using this factional fighting to show that 
Africans cannot govern themselves, although there is talk 
and evidence that the violence is actually inspired by the 
South African police. Nationalist leaders must, however, 
have flexible tactics to defeat the intrigues of the enemy. 
The principal issue of the moment is transfer of political 
power to the democratic forces within 4 united South 
Africa. All other considerations must be subordinated to 
this. With political power in their hands, the democratic 
forces will be able to sort out the distortions of the past 
in spite of whatever obstacles that may remain. 


The inspirers of the factional violence may also have the 
mission of frightening the democratic whites regarding 
the prospects of democratic rule. Those people who are 
inciting the violence between blacks may be aiming at 
frightening those whites, the liberal whites, who would 
support the democratic change, so that they start having 
a bleak view of the future. 


Looking at the countries that border South Africa, it is 
disheartening to note that they pay a very heavy price for 
their principled position on the South African question. 
The Frontline States have had to bear untold sufferings 
in terms of economic and human sacrifices towards the 
struggle in South Africa. These countries have also had 
to grapple with acts of covert and overt military aggres- 
sion and political destabilization masterminded and 
sponsored by South Africa. 


The Governments of Angola and Mozambique have 
(?paid) the heaviest bruni of this South African subver- 
sion. The antigovernment guerrilla movements in the 
two countries, UNITA [National Union for the Total 
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Independence of Angola] and Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance], are actively involved in the per- 
petuation of counterrevolutionary war and plunder in 
Angola and Mozambique, with South African backing. It 
is, however, gratifying to note that constructive efforts 
have been undertaken by the leadership of the two 
countries towards a lasting solution to the conflicts. The 
OAU and African heads of state and government should 
continue to deploy constructive efforts in the pursuance 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 5 


of these peace initiatives in accordance with the Lusaka 
Statement of the Ad Hoc Committee of heads of state 
and govern: ient on Southern Africa. 


Finally, would like to call upon the summit to devise 
strategi~: and means of accelerating the process of change in 
Southern Africa. I wish you ail fruitful deliberations and a 
happy stay in Uganda. Thank you very much. [applause] 


CENTRAL AFRICA 


Cameroon 


Yaounde Radio Reports 8 Sep Cabinet Reshuffle 


AB0806210090 Yaounde Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 8 Sep 90 


ext] The (7long-awaited) government shakeup has 
nally been (?announced). According to a presidential 
decree signed today, the following people have been 


appointed to ministerial posts: 

Minister of Territori a = T . 
anestes erritorial Adminis- Andze Tsoungui 
Minister of Defense Edouard Akame Mfouman 
Minister of Fi Si Bessileh 
Minister of Town Planning and Ayissi Henn Eyebe 
Housing 

Minister of Plan and Regional Nifendji Marcel Niat 
coy deh Service and Garba Harnan Adj: 
Minister of Higher Education, Joseph Owona 
Computer Services, and Scien- 

tific Research 

Minister of Commerical and Rene wona 
Industnal Development 

Minister of Youth and Sports Ibrahim Mbombo Njoya 
Minister in Charge of Stabiliza- Roger Tchoungu: 

tion 

Secretary of Svate for National Teghen Joseph Yunga 
Education 

Minister of Information and Cul- | Augustin Kountchou Kouemegni 
ture 

Secretary of State for Finance Owana Urbain Olanguena 
The «st are unchanged. And now at the Presidency of 
the Kepublic: 

Secretary General at the Presi- Sadou Hayatou 

dency of the Republic 

Assistant Secretary General at Alphonse Siyam Siwe 
the Presidency of the Republic 

Delegate General for National Francois Roger N'nang 
Security _ 


ANC's Mandela Met by Mobutu Upon Arrival 


AB09091 10290 Dakar PANA in English 
1346 GMT 9 Sep 90 


[Excerpt] Kinshasa, 9 Sept (AZAP/PANA)—A big wel- 
come awaits the deputy president of the African 
National Congress [ANC], Nelson Mandela, who is 
expected to arrive in Kinshasa on Sunday [9 Sep] after- 
noon by the Zairian head of state, Marshal Mobutu Sese 
Seko. [sentence as received] 


While, in the Zairian capital, Mandela will be received 
by the Zairian prime minister, Lunda Bululu, with whom 
he will continue discussions started in Goma with Pres- 
ident Mobutu. 


Mandela, who arrived on board the presidential plane 
Moni Oyo in Goma, was received by President Mobutu 
and high-ranking Zairian officials when he landed at 
Goma airport. Beaming with a smile, a clenched right 
fist in the air, the ANC leader was heavily applauded by 
a hilarious [as received] crowd when he emerged out of 
the presidential plane. 


After a warm exchange of greetings with Mobutu the 
ANC leader was garlanded by two Zairian youths before 
shaking hands with other personalities. Then he 
inspected a guard of honour after which ' reviewed 
cultural dances. 


President Mobutu and his guest then drove to the 
presidential residence where they held their first discus- 
sions on current issues, especially on the armed struggle 
Yor dismantling apartheid in South Africa. The two were 
expected to hold another round of talks before Mobutu 
presented his guest to the population of Goma at a rally. 


Mandela's visit to Kinshasa is being viewed in the 
Zairian capital as a sign of his recognition for the support 
Zairians have given to the heroic struggle of the majority 
black South Africans for the eradication of racial dis- 
crimination. [passage omitted] 


Government Reports Anti-TPLF Operations 
EA0709222090 Addis Ababa Domestic Service 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 6 Sep 90 


[Excerpts] Members of the people's militia of Jena Mora, 
(Beyeda), Debark, and (Debe Salamta) districts in northern 
Gonder Administrative Area [northwestern Ethiopia] car- 
ried out intensified anti-Weyane [Tigre People’s Liberation 
Front, TPLF] mopping-up operations in their respective 
areas this week. [passage omitted] 


The people's militias routed 83 bandits and captured a 
large quantity of weapons and ammunition during the 
operation, the northern Gonder campaign center reported. 
While 62 bandits were destroyed in Debark and (Debe 
Salamta) districts, 21 others were destroyed in Jena Mora 
and (Beyeda) districts, the [word indistinct] adds. 


Eritrean Radios Report Government Air Raids 
EA070923 1690 


[Editorial report] (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Amharic at 0630 GMT on 4 
September reports that “the Dergue government has 
continued carrying out inhumane acts to hinder efforts 
being made to help hunger victims.”’ The radio continues 
saying that “Dergue planes continuously bombed vehi- 
cles with food aid on 31 August.” In a 30-minute Dergue 
air raid near Teseney, southwest Eritrea, “one vehicle 
carrying food was partially damaged.” 


At 1630 GMT on 5 Septembe: the radio reports a 
Dergue air raid on Mitsiwa on 4 September. “Three 
Dergue military aircraft dropped napalm bombs on three 
places in Mitsiwa at exactly 1130 without inflicting 
casualties or damage to property.” The radio reported: 
“The Dergue has resumed bombing Mitsiwa after a 
three-month suspension in response to strong interna- 
tional condemnation and pressure; prior to that it was 
bombing Mitsiwa incessantly.” It has resumed bombing 
Mitsiwa “to hinder the efforts of the World Food Pro- 
gram to supply relief throagh Mitsiwa.” 


(Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiopian People for Peace, 
Democracy, and Freedom in Amharic at 0400 GMT on 6 
September reports “the fascist Dergue has carried out an 
air raid at (Gosh Ber) in (Gubalata) Area in Yeju Province 
and inflicted damage on people and property.” In the 2 
September air raid on (Sanka) village, “the Dergue planes 
dropped 12 bombs, four people were seriously wounded, 
20 houses were burned down, and six cattle, six donkeys, 
and five sheep were killed.” The inhabitants “condemned 
the Dergue government and held a rally affirming their 
readiness to struggle against it.” 


EAST AFRICA 7 


EPLF Leader Interviewed on Congress, POW’s 


EA0809074390 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 5 Sep 90 


[Seventh and last part of Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front, EPLF, Secretary General Isaisa Afewerki’s 
response to listeners’ questions on the occasion of the 
29th anniversary of the start of armed struggle by the 
Eritrean people; date and place not given—zscorded] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] [Moderator] This question 
is short and simple. [passage omitted] 


The questioner notes that the third organizational con- 
gress of the EPLF has not been held but has been due for 
a long time. Why has it not been held? if it is going to be 
held, we have not been told about the preparations. 


[Afewerki in Arabic fading into Amharic translation] It 
is true, there is a problem. The problem is: Since over 10 
years elapsed between our last two congresses, that is, 
between 1977 and 1987, it was alleged then that the 
EPLF was not democratic and its leaders were not legal. 
But there were other reasons for not holding the con- 
gress. The problems are now over. But still, the holding 
of the congress is long overdue. Certain efforts mus? ve 
made in order to hold the congress soon. If we consider 
the time in hovis and days, the postponement of the 
should pot imply that there are political prob- 
lems, and it should be known that there is no power or 
executive organ from within that impedes the holding of 
the meeting. The Central Committee should have met 
toward the end of 1989 or the beginning of 1990. It could 
not meet because of the then prevailing circumstances. 
There really was a valid reason and problem. We are still 
fighting. Except for this military situation, there is nt 
any other political problem. There is no doubt that the 
congress will be held as soon as the situation is over. 


[Moderator] The next question concerns POW’'s. A 
number of questions have been asked concerning 
POW'’s. First, from among the POW’s, the officers in 
particular have said they had hopec: to be freed, but they 
are not yet free. This has been asked by officers of 
various ranks. [passage omitted] 


There are also questions from other listeners in this connec- 
tion. Their questions are: the EPLF policy of freeing POW's 
is correct. However, recently, particularly since the libera- 
tion of Mitsiwa, they are being freed without being given 
enough education. Secondly, while the EPLF sets POW's 
free, the Dergue does not free EPLF FOW’s. It harasses and 
kills them. While the Dergue is doing this to our POW'’s, 
why do we release their POW's? Finally, if we set free all 
Ethio, an POW’s, with what are we going to exchange our 
POW's to free them? 


The other question is: Although we accept the humani- 
tarian deeds accorded to private soldiers and others, we 
do not see why we should give good treatment to those 
who have massacred the people, such as pilots. Why is a 
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high-ranking officers as well as private soldiers free is the 
same as ever. We have not changed our POW policy. 
There is indeed a need to carry out a thorough examina- 
tion as far as officers are concerned. This examination 
and investigation takes time. Atrociiies have been cor:1- 
mitted against peaceful civilians. There are officers wo 
ordered the massacre and harassment of peaceful civil- 


to do this before we free them, because in parallel with 
our policy of setting them free, there is the issue of 
criminals. However, there is no reason to keep holding 


of Ethiopian POW’'s and the enemy's treatment of our 
POW's. We do not have a policy of exchanging POW's. 
Most of the time, our POW’s are killed by the enemy. 
Those who are alive suffer and are incapacitated in 
prisons. They are released only after it is made certain that 
they have been disabled. Therefore it is inconceivable to 
negotiate with the Dergue on POW’'s or to think that the 
Deryue will release our POW's. [passage omitted] 
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The Dergue POW's in our possession are not considered 
by the Dergue to be POW’s. It is not ready to negotiate 
on them, in any case. [passage omitted] 


As to the question of why we pardon pilots and other 
officers who have committed barbaric massacres against 
our people—if they have committed any crime against 
civilians, they will be treated like any other war crimi- 
nals. However, we do not lump all officers together. We 
do not incriminate all officers for the totality of crimes 
committed against our people. We take each case 
according to its own merits. We do not take this exercise 
as vengeance. That is beneath our moral standards. It 
does not even serve any purpose. [passage omitted] 


[Moderator] Are there Soviet POW's? 


[Afewerki] Yes, there are Soviet POW’s. They have not 
been released. [passage omitted] 


[Moderator] The last question is one raised by all people. 
The question is: When will Eritrea be free? [passage omitted] 


[Afewerki] It is in a way problematic to say that there is 
only one month, two months, or three months left, 
because it is difficult at this sensitive [previous word in 
English] time to say a given number of days, week, or 
months are left. However, according to our assessments, 
it will not go beyond months. There are some (facts) 
which should put us on our guard in case anything new 
and unexpected should arise. First and foremost we 
should say that we do not envisage anything new and 
unexpected occurring. But even if such things do arise, 
we shali contain them. As we struggle to shorten our 
timeframe, we are confident. It wili not take us long. We 
expect to be released soon. Our hope of success is (7high). 


= 
<p 
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President Comments on Intra-Regional Cooperation 


MBO0709132490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1243 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[Text] Lebowakgomo Sept 7 SAPA—The government 
appreciated initiatives that would simplify the introduc- 
tion of regional governments, the state president, Mr. 
FW. de Klerk, said on Friday [7 Sep]. Opening the 
Lebowa Show at Lebowakgomo, Mr. de Klerk welcomed 
cross-border development plans in the region. Various 
working groups were already doixg what the government 
was hoping for, he said. 


“They are addressing the economic development issues 

that a regional government will have to attend to as a 
matter of top priority in any event. My government is 
grateful for this, as it indicates a positive spirit of 
cooperation among all four territories in the region, 
namely Lebowa, Gazankulu, Venda and the RSA 
[Republic of South Africa].” 


These activities would simplify the introduction of a new 
form of regional government. Mr. de Klerk said his govern- 
ment would welcome ideas and proposals in this regard. 


“A meaningful and representative regional government 
will facilitate decision-taking. Ii will be able to address 
all regional problems in a properly-coordinated manner 
and therefore be a vast improvement on the present 
fragmented and uncoordinated activities of the four 


governments currently operating within the region.” 


Mr. de Klerk said existing structures should be main- 
tained while the negotiating process was underway. 
“One does not break down one’s house before one has a 
new one in which to live,” he said. 


Further Remarks 


MéMB0709145490 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1100 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[Text] The state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, says 
leaders of self-governing territories ought to retain 
existing structures while leaders are trying to initiate 
negotiations for new structures. 


Opening the Lebowa show at Lebowakgomo, Mr. de 
Klerk referred to the role of regional development in a 
future South Africa and said that the government would 
welcome any suggestions. He said solutions had to be 
found within the local communities and that this exer- 
cise should occur across political boundaries. He referred 
to Lebowa and other areas in the northern Transvaal 
where he said such efforts had progressed satisfactorily. 
Mr. De Klerk said these efforts would make it easier to 
introduce new forms of regional government. 


Mr. de Klerk said that foreign investors would invest in 
South Africa only if there were peace and calm in this 
country. The abolition of sanctions would not necessarily 
bring prosperity. This would also not happen if there was 
nationalization and the redistribution of wealth. 
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De Klerk’s Itinerary on Upcoming US Visit 
MB0809 120390 J. Domestic Service 
in English 0600 GMT 8 Sep 90 


[Text] Our representative in Washington repirts that the 
State president, Mr. F.W. de Kierk, is expecied to hold 
follow-up talks with the American secreterv of state, Mr. 


James Baker, after his meeting with P- ~-orge Bush. 
Mr. de Klerk will also meet senio: «« \ators. members of 
the House of Representatives. bi « «csm°r, and other 


influential Americans. 
Mr. de Klerk’s proposed talks with Mr. Bush in Wash- 
ington are scheduled to last three hours. 


Yesterday, the minister of foreign affairs, “Ar. Pik Botha, 
confirmed that the talks would be held on 24 September, 
and that he and senior government officials would 
accompany President De Klerk. 


Mr. de Kierk’s visit to the United States has been described 
in terms of protocol as an officiai working visit, with the 
accompanying mark of honor for a head of state. 


Foreign Minister Botha Departs for Ivory Coast 
MB1009082890 J Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 10 Sep 90 


[Text] The minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Pik Botha, has 
left for the Ivory Coast to attend the opening of the new 
basilica near the capital Yamoussoukro by Pope John Paul. 


Representatives of governments from throughout Africa 
and many overseas countries will attend the ceremony. 


The basilica was built tc the cost of more than 250 million 
rands and can accommodate more than 100,000 people. 


Before leaving, Mr. Botha said his visit was significant 
because it was the first time in decades that a South 
African government representative had been invited to a 
function attended by the governments of all the African 
and many overseas countries. 


Gerrit Viljoen Discusses Township ‘Lawiessness’ 


MBO09181290 Johannesburg SAPA in Englisn 
1758 GMT 8 Sep 90 


see Dow Mate adits a nay Sher minister of con- 
tional development, Dr Gerrit Viljoen, says black 
local government is currently experiencing difficulties 
because of violence. intimidation and financial con- 
straints that can be partly attributed to lawlessness and 
instability, reports SABC’s (South African Broadcasting 
Corporation] radio news. 
Speaking at the regional conference of the Urban 
Council Association of South Africa in Cape Town on 
Saturday [8 Sep], Dr Viljoes: said lawlessness affected 
everyone in the townships. 
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He said the assistance of everybody was needed to resolve 
the problem. In the past, political organisations had encour- 
aged lawlessness as a strategy for achieving political ends. 
Dr Viljoen said the political proces: was now free and open 
and he urged organisations to creat: strategies that would 
improve the climate for negotiations. 


Law, Order Ministry To Probe Torture Charges 


MB0909172590 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 9 Sep 90 


[Text] The Ministry of Law and Order has again given 
the assurance that allegations that detainees had been 
tortured will be fully investigated. 


The assurance follows a statement by the Boerestaat [Boer 
State] Party alleging that right-wing detainees had been 
subjected !> torture. The party says it has given the govern- 
ment the names of security policemen involved and that it 
has demanded their dismissal. The Boerstaat Party has given 
the government details of three alleged cases of torture. 


A spokesman for the Ministry of Law and Order said 
strict policies and procedures applied to the treatment of 
detainees, and that there were channels that could be 
used to lodge complaints. 


The Conservative Party chief information officer, Mr. 
Koos van der Merwe, said in a statement yesterday that 
the party had asked for an interview with the state 
president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, to discuss the alleged 
torture of right-wingers in detention. 


Nelson Mandela Threatens To ‘Take Up Arms’ 


AB0809173490 Dakar PANA in English 
1606 GMT 8 Sep 90 


[Text] Kampala, 8 Sep (UNA/PANA)—The deputy presi- 
dent of the African National Congress (ANC), Nelson Man- 
dela, has warned that if the South African Government fails 
to take the most effective steps to contain the continuing 
violence, the only defence for the people wiil be to take up 
arms. Mandela was briefing the Sth summit meeting of the 
OAU Ad Hoc Committee of heads of state and government 
on Southern Africa Saturday [8 Sep] in Kampala. 


“We are /10t prepared to accept and witness the death of 
our peopie while the Pretoria Government is conducting 
war against us,” he toid the committee. Mandela said the 
ANC suspended the armed struggle because it believes in 
peaceful negotiations. 


““We have removed obstacles to negotiations and we want a 
condusive climate for these negotiations,” Mandela said. 
The ANC deputy president informed the meeting that his 
movement believes thai in the drawing up of the new South 
African constituticn, those to be charged with this task must 
be non-racial and demiocrz iic. 


He said the ANC rejects the Pretoria government’s 
demand that all leaders in the po!‘tical structures set up 
by the government be involved in the constitutional 


FBIS-AFR-90-175 
10 September 1990 


negotiations. This will mean that the ANC aad other 
fighting groups will be in the minority which will 
increase the problems, he said. Mandela appealed to the 
international community to [word indistinct] South 
Africa and continue to maintain sanctions against her. 


Netherlands Group Says Sanctions To Continue 


MB0909200490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1911 GMT 9 Sep 90 


[Text] Cape Town Sept 9 SAPA—The visiting delegation 
from the Dutch Parliament are to recommend economic 
sanctions against South Africa be maintained, according to 
one of the visitors, Mr Doeke Eisma. The fact-finding group 
of seven MP’s reached its decision after long discussions 
with the leaders of the country, Mr Eisma said. 


“I do not think the economic boycott will be maintained 
for eternity, but we will have to wait until talks have 
finished and we can gain a fresh perspective on the 
situation,” he said. 


The government had a responsibility to deal with the 
outbreak of violence in the country, Mr Eisma said. “The 
Government of South Africa has so much to do and a new 
factor they have to deal with is the violence,” he said. 


The delegation attended a church service at St Gabriel’s 
Church in Guguletu on Sunday [9 Sep]. Father Basil van 
Rensberg addressed the congregation and welcomed the 
Dutch group. 


Foreign Minister “Pik Botha is on his best behaviour 
today and we pray for the success of their visit,” he said. 


Some members of the delegation left the church 
clutching cushions they purchased from the fund-raising 
congregation at the bargain price of R [rand] 2.50 each. 


“This is the first time we have had the opportunity to 
mingle with the people,” said Mr Eisma. “So far we have 
only spoken to the leaders.”” The delegation will leave 
South Africa on Wednesday [12 Sep]. 


NP Document Details Plans for Constitution 


MB0909132290 Johannesburg SUNDAY STAR 
in English 9 Sep 90 pp 1, 2 


{Report by David Breier: “Nat Document Details Non- 
Racial Constitution”] 


[Text] Top Nationalist [Nats; NP] circles are studying a 
detailed non-racial constitutional model and a Bill of 
Rights that could serve as the Government’s proposal at 
the negotiating table. 


The model is in accordance with policy statements by 
President F.W. de Klerk and senior Ministers. 


However, no formal decision has yet been taken to adopt 
the model. 
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It is understood that the proposal was formulated by the 
Broederbond [Afrikaner Brotherhood] and its junior 
organisation, the Ruiterwag [Guard]. 


A Government spokesman said that while the proposal 
might accord with principles spelt out by various Ministers, 
the Government’s own model would finaily be determined 
by the Ministerial committee for negotiations. 


The proposal includes mechanisms such as a multi-party 
Cabinet with a rotating chairman, a ceremonial Head of 
State, and two chambers of Parliament including a 
one-person-one-vote House of Representatives and a 
Senate with members elected by regions and by groups 
(defined non-racially). 


It proposes 10 regions, each with a democratic regional 
government. 


A potentially controversial feature is a proposed Advi- 
sory Council, nominated by the Senate, which would act 
as a deadlock-breaking mechanism. Only a quarter- 
plus-one members of the Acvisory Council would be 
able to veto a contentious matter. 


The proposals make provision for: 


—A Head of State with ceremonial functions elected by 
a two-thirds majority of both houses of a proposed 
new two-chamber Parliament, consisting of a House of 
Representatives and a Senate. 


—A Cab i¢t consisting of seven Ministers from the 
House .: Representatives and one each from every 
region and group represented in the Senate. The 
chairmanship of the Cabinet would revolve every six 
months on an alphabetical basis. 


Cabinet portfolios to be shared on the basis of consensus, 
and if no consensus can be found, then Cabinet members 
draw lots to determine the order in which they can 
choose portfolios set out in the Constitution. 


—The two chambers of Parliament have equal status. 
Legislation can be introduced through either chamber 
before going to the other. The two proposed houses of 
Parliament are: 


—A House of Representatives of 300 members elected 
by all South Africans over 18 on a common voters’ 
roll, on the basis of proportional representation. Only 
parties receiving more than 3 percent of the vote 
would be represented. 


—A Senate consisting of: 


—10 members from each of 10 regions represented on a 
proportional representation basis by all registered 
voters in the region. 


—10 members from each group as defined by the con- 
stitution. 


The constitutional model sets out in detail how a group 
shall be defined. 
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It states that any group which shares a language, culture 
or religion, can elect 10 members to the Senate if it has 
more than 500,000 voters and at least 60 percent of 
voters of the group vote in a referendum to be repre- 
sented in the Senate. 


Each group can exercise autonomy on matters such as 
education, culture, religion, symbols and public holidays. 


Every di..rict and every group in the Senate elects two 
people to serve on the Advisory Council, which takes 
decisions with a three-quarters majority and gives advice 
on the basis of a simple majority. In effect this means a 
quarter-plus-one of members would exercise a veto on 
disputed Bills. 


Bills are first referred to joint committees to obtain 
consensus. 


These joint committees take decisions on the basis of 
consensus of the majority of committee members from 
the House of Representatives members and two thirds of 
Senate members on the committees. 


The constitution could be changed only by a two-thirds 
majority of both houses of Parliament, or by a majority 
of voters in a referendum. 


Each of the 10 regions has its own regional constitution 
to govern regional matters. 


It proposes an independent bench to act as guardian of 
the constitution and to judge disputes between Parlia- 
ment and the regional governments. 


The proposed Bill of Rights sets out detailed limitations 
on the State’s right of arrest, including a provision that 
every prisoner must appear in court within 48 hours. 


While the model proposes English and Afrikaans as the 
official languages of the country, other languages could 
serve as Official languages at regional level. 


De Beer Discusses Election as DP Head 


MB0809174490 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 8 Sep 90 p 2 


[By political correspondent Peter Fabricius: “Difficult 
Job for De Beer”’} 


[Text] A beaming and immensely relieved Zach de Beer 
said last night after his election as sole leader of the 
Democratic Party [DP] that this would be the most 
difficult job he had ever taken on. 


“And I’ve got nothing to distract me from it,” he added, 
in an apparent reference to the irritations and tensions 
which bedevilled the troika leadership now laid to rest. 


“I’m happy that’s over. I was never in favour of the 
troika,” he said. 


“It’s naturally a tremendous honour. The job is going to 
get ali my energy and strength, attention and time.” 
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Taking his cue, perhaps from the mood of the national 
congress, which voted for him rather than national 
chairman Tian van der Merwe by 274 votes to 195, Dr 
de Beer set negotiations as his immediate priority. 


“It’s the only game in town,” he said. His priority would 
be to get the DP into negotiations and get democratic 
values into the new constitution. 


His first step as leader would be to arrange contact between 
the party, the NP [National Party] and ANC [African 
National Congress]}—to put pressure on both to start multi- 
party constitutional negotiations as soon as possible. 


Althoug.: his opponent had been more in favour of closer 
links with the ANC, Dr de Beer said he did not think any 
policy preference should be read into the leadership election. 


It was “rubbish” to interpret his elections as reluctance 
from the DP to form alliances. 


He hoped the ANC would not interpret his election as a 
sign that the DP was not keen on cooperation. 


He said he knew many ANC senior officials personally 
and was “only too keen” to start talking to them. 


It was “immensely” important to build up interaction 
with the ANC and he would seek to have the DP’s 
postponed meeting with the ANC leadership rescheduled 
as soon as possible. 


He hoped the ANC understood that he had been in 
politics too long to change his principles. 


Dr de Beer said he did not think his election would 
prompt a split or large defections by left-wingers. 


It would be his performance, which determined whether 
this happened. If anyone left just because of his election 
he would accuse them of pre-judgment. 


He disagreed that he was taking over a party riddled with 
divisions. “It just likes having a good scrap now and 
again about strategies and tactics.” 


Dr de Beer said he believed that the party had chosen 
him because of his greater experience. 


Buthelezi Statement on 4 Sep Sebokeng Incident 


MB0709155690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1511 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[SAPA PR Wire Service. Issued by: the Chief Minister’s 
Office, Ulundi—“Press statement by Dr. M.G. Buthelezi, 
president of the Inkatha Freedom Party, in regard to the 
conflict which broke out at Sebokeng during the early hours 
of Tuesday, the 4th September 1990”) 


[Text] Friday, September 7 [dateline as received}—During 
the early hours of Tuesday, the 4th September 1990, conflict 
broke out in Sebokeng when a mob of approximately 5,000 
people, allegedly members of supporters [as received] of the 
ANC [African National Congress], surrounded the hostel so 
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that the hostel dwellers were trapped inside. Members of the 
South African Police and, subsequently, members of the 
South African Defence Force arrived on the scene and 
negotiations were entered into in order to prevent the 
outbreak of violence. 


Incidents of shooting did occur, but there was no 
shooting from inside the hostel. In the circumstances, it 
is quite clear that members of supporters [as received] of 
Inkatha were not responsible, in any way, for the vio- 
lence which broke out, inspite of unfounded allegations 
that they were. The hostel dwellers, including many 
members and supporters of Inkatha, have been the 
victims of attacks, harassment and intimidation by 
members of supporters of the ANC, COSATU [Congress 
of South African Trade Unions], and the MDM [Mass 
Democratic Movement] for some time now. 


Themba Khoza, the Transvaal chairman of the Inkatha 
Youth Brigade, went to the area in order to assist with 
attempts to reduce the tension and prevent the outbreak 
of violence. It was during this time that he was arrested 
and is presently being detained. It is alleged that Mr. 
Khoza was in possession of rifles. Mr. Khoza denies any 
knowledge of the allegations being made against him and 
disputes them. 


Mr. Themba Khoza, like other members of Inkatha, 
joined Inkatha because he is committed to the demo- 
cratic principles and peaceful objectives of the organisa- 
tion. He has often played an active role in various peace 
initiatives, particularly during the last few months when 
violence broke out in various areas of the Transvaal. Mr. 
Khoza was prominent in leading many peaceful discus- 
sions and negotiations in order to obtain and/or main- 
tain peace. 


In the circumstances, statements and allegations made 
by people accusing Inkatha of police collusion and being 
responsible for the violence, are devoid of truth. 


According to a news article in the NATAL WITNESS on 
Wednesday, the Sth September 1990, the following 
appeared, namely: 


“Mandela launched a scathing attack on alleged police 
collusion wii Inkatha in Sebokeng.”’ 


The aforementioned remarks are very serious and are 
devoid of truth. If Mr. Mandela was correctly quoted 
than I call upon him to desist from making such accusa- 
tions against Inkatha, particulary as I am concerned that 
such comments are provocative and will result in attacks 
on Inkatha members or supporters. 


ANC’s Sisulu Comments on Jeppe Shootings 


MB0709170690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1700 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 7 SAPA—The African 
National Congress [ANC] internal head, Mr. Walter 
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Sisulu, said on Friday [7 Sep] there were certain forces— 
who were not necessarily Inkatha—killing black people 
at rancom. 


This emerged in a statement by Mr. Sisulu, subsequent 
to his hospital visit to 11 people shot in Jeppe on 
Thursday night. 


He said the impression of the ANC was that a pattern of 
murder was beginning to emerge, whereby a white minibus 
or minibuses were involved in shooting black people. 


“To date such a kombi has appeared in Tembisa, Thokoza, 
Katlehong and Soweto,” Mr. Sisulu said. “Its occupants 
have shot innocent people without provocation or reason.” 


Mr. Sisulu said the killings were begining to resemble last 
year’s Barend Strydom massacre in the streets of Preto- 
ria. He said these forces must be identified and dealt 
with immediately, before they killed more people. 


In Jeppe, he said, most of the people, including a 
7-month pregnant woman, were shot in the stomach. 
Police confirmed five people died and 14 people were 
injured in the shooting. 


Government Legalizes ‘Cultural’ Weapons in Natal 
MB0709150090 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1100 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[Text] The government has enacted new legislation making 
it legal for dangerous weapons to be carried for cultural 
purposes in Natal. Carmel Rickard has the details. 


[Begin Rickard recording] During the height of the 
violence in the Transvaal last month, the government 
banned dangerous weapons from being carried in 19 
magisterial districts. However, the latest government 
gazette contained changes to the law in Natal which for 
the first time allow dangerous weapons to be carried 
here. If the bearer of the weapon can show that they have 
been carried for cultural, traditional, or religious use. 


This means that for the first time, the idea of cultural 
weapons have been introduced into the law. 


Lawyers of Durban Legal Resource’s Center have 
slammed the move saying the government should have 
inforced the existing law which prohibit the carrying of 
such weapons rather than changing the law to make it 
easier to carry these weapons. Unrest monitors say there 
is proof that people carrying such weapons often use 
them for fighting and even killing people. 


Israeli Ambassador Attacks Mandela on PLO Talks 


TA0709130190 Jerusalem Domestic Service in Hebrew 
1200 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[Text] Tzvi Gov-Ari, Israel’s ambassador in South Africa, 
has for the first time attacked black leader Nelson Mandela 
for his call to Israel to launch a dialogue with the PLO. 
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Addressing a conference of the South African Zionist 
Movement, the ambassador said that although we 
admire Mandela’s struggle for his people, he has no 
right—despite his 27 years in prison—to demand sacri- 
fice from a nation which spent 2,000 years in exile. It is 
Mandela’s right, said Gov-Ari, to embrace terrorists 
whose hands are dripping with blood, but he should 
address himself to bringing peace to his own people’s 
tribes rather than dealing with other nations’ future. 


Our correspondent Mikha Limor reports that the ambas- 
sador’s remarks caused controversy and ferment in the 
Jewish community, whose chief rabbi Cyril Harris told 
Gov-Ari that his remarks jeopardize the community. 
The ambassador replied that he is duty-bound to voice 
these sentiments on behalf of the State of Israel, and that 
silence can be maintained no longer. 


‘Masterspy’ Admits to Covert European Operations 


MB0809132390 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 7-13 Sep 90 p 3 


[By Eddie Koch and Philippa Garson: “Maree Admits to 
Covert CCB Operations in Europe”’] 


[Text] Information about covert South African military 
missions in Europe emerged yesterday when Civil Co- 
operation Bureau (CCB) masterspy Leon “Chappie” 
Maree was forced to give evidence in a multi-million 
fraud case in the Johannesburg Regional Court. 


Cross-border operations were excluded from the official 
Harms Commission of Inquiry into the CCB and 
Maree’s evidence, thus, provides the first confirmation 
of reports that the military unit ran a network of clan- 
destine operations in Europe. 


Maree’s court evidence also contradicted details pro- 
vided by his CCB colleague, Abraham “Slang” van Zyl, 
to the Harms Commission. Maree, who was never called 
to appear before the Harms Commission, was giving 
evidence in the case of Israeli immigrant David Kof- 
mansky (41), charged with foreign exchange fraud 
involving R{rand] 29-million. 


Kofmansky has based his bail application on claims that he 
worked as a middleman for Maree by brokering covert CCB 
deals involving imports of high-tech war materiel. 


Under cross-examination yesterday Maree said he 
undertook a four-month trip early this year to at least 
half-a-dozen European countries as a covert agent for the 
military unit. He refused to provide details on the 
grounds that these were protected by the Protection of 
Information Act. 


But the law defines a number of activities that cannot be 
reported on—and Maree would have had to be involved 
in these to invoke the Act. Offences under the law 
include disclosure of information relating to secret codes 
used by the South African Defence Force or other state 
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agencies, military matters or measures used in the 
combat of “terrorism” and South Africa’s relations with 
a foreign state. 


Maree told the court, under cross-examination, that he 
visited Belgium, Switzerland, Britain, Germany, France 
on an official mission that lasted from January 17 to 
April 19 this year. By invoking the protections of the Act, 
Maree indicated his activities during these missions 
must have included those outlined in the law. 


Section four of the Act, which replaces the Old Official 
Secrets Act, also prohibits disclosure of documents con- 
cerning a “prohibited place”’, which is defined to include 
any arsenal, factory, radio, signal station or telephone 
used for defence purposes. 


Kofmansky has alleged in his bail application that he 
operated as a “bagman” for Maree in deals involving 
overseas arms dealers. He gave startling details of how he 
was still trying to wrap up a contract involving more than 
R250,000 for the CCB at the time of his arrest—after the 
CCB was officially disbanded. On Monday [3 Sep] his 
lawyer applied for bail on the grounds their client 
believed he was working for the government. 


Kofmansky alleged Maree was especially interested in 
acquiring helicopters and that he subsequently managed 
to source two Gazelle helicopters from a company called 
Systemill in Israel. He said Maree had instructed him to 
set up a front company in England, called Protocell, to 
facilitate payment for the deal 


Maree yesterday admitted meeting Kofmansky on one occa- 
sion in April last year because he had heard from a man 
known as “Alex” that the Israeli claimed he could supply 
weapons. Maree said however he had dismissed Kofmansky 
as a “conman” and denied providing him with funds to buy 
weapons or instructing him to establish front companies to 
facilitate the alleged arms operations. 


Maree also denied supplying him with a false passport 
and other ID documents or setting up a bank account to 
assist with the importations of weapons. 


Maree, who was questioned extensively about his CCB 
activities, admitted undergoing two courses on a Pre- 
toria farm in 1988 with other CCB members. 


He denied that he was briefed that his duties may 
include the elimination of enemies. His activities 
involved surveillance and cross-border intelligence oper- 
ations, Maree said. 


Despite being implicated by fellow cell member and 
former Brixton Murder and Robbery Squad colleague, 
Van Zyl, when he gave evidence before the Harms 
Commission earlier this year Maree denied his involve- 
ment in attempted murder plans and harassment of 
activists in court yesterday. Van Zyl said Maree was 
involved in plans concerning the attempted murder of 
WEEKLY MAIL journalist Gavin Evans and activist 
lawyer Dullar Omar, the placing of a baboon foetus on 
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Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s front verandah and a bomb 
blast at the Early Learning Centre in Cape Town. 


The bail application continues tomorrow, where Maree 
will be subject to further cross-examination. 


CCB ringleader Staal Burger made an appearance in 
court yesterday and spoke briefly to Maree. 


Near East Inquiries for Corporation’s ‘Superguns’ 
MB10091 10390 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
10 Sep 90 p6 


{Unattributed article: “Armscor’s Superguns in Demand”] 


{Text} Durban—The Middle East crisis has created a 
bonanza for ARMSCOR [Armaments Corporation of 
South Africa] for sales of its GS and G6 superguns— 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein has bought 100 of them. 


Now his opponents in the region are queueing up with 
orders for guns of their own in order to match him. 


ARMSCOR does not reveal who it sells arms to, but the 
Organisation’s spokesman, Johan Adler, said: ““We have 
had a flood of inquiries from the Middle East, and not 
just for the G5 and G6.” 


The G5 was developed after Soviet artillery far outraged 
the outdated 25-pounders deployed by the SADF [South 
African Defense Force] in the Angolan war. The GS, and 
the motorised G6 version, shoots 40km compared with 
the 24km of the Mi98 Howitzers flown into Saudi 
Arabis by the United States. 


The United Arab Emirates has ordered 70 Gés, 
according to JANE’s DEFENCE WEEKLY. It also con- 
firms thai the G5 and G6 are superior to any other 
artillery weapon at present deployed in the Persian Gulf. 


It is understood that Saudi Arabia is also interested in 
buying the GS. 


Apart from ARMSCOR, no other manufacturer pro- 
duces the revolutionary “base bleed” shells used by the 
G5 and G6. These contain small motors which create a 
vacuum behind the missile and extend its range. 


Thi yined with the weak rand, should mean enor- 
m«¢ s for ARMSCOR. 
ARM X's contract with Iraq—which has now run out— 


included servicing, training and the supply of ammunition. 


South Africa has also formaly announced its support for 
sanctions against Iraq, which means President Saddam 
will not be able to obtain any more ammunition from 
this country. 
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Soweto Unrest Death Toll Reaches 26 on 9 Sep 


MB0909162690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1611 GMT 9 Sep 90 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 9 SAPA—The official death- 
toll for the latest outbreak of violence in Soweto stood 26 
{as received] on Sunday [9 Sep] night, with 17 people 
injured, according to SA Police spokesman for Soweto Lt 
Govindsamy Mariemuthoo. 


Sporadic incidents of stone-throwing were continuing in 
Naledi nd Tladi on Sunday night, he said. 


The 17 injured had been admitted to Baragwanath 
Hospital, mainly with gunshot wounds, he said. 


8 Sep Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB0809 104890 


{Editorial report] 


THE CITIZEN 


DP Struggles To Define Itself—According to the page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 5 
September, the Democratic Party, DP, which meets to 
decide its future the weekend of 7-9 September is com- 
posed of three factions: “those who want to move closer 
to the African National Congress, those who want to be 
closer to the National Party and those who want the 
party to remain an independent, liberal party.” The 
editorial goes on to reject the first two options, and says 
“We have suggested that the DP should go back to its 
Prog [Progressive Party] roots and become a party that 
represents the traditional values of the old Progs and is 
secure in its old strongholds.” 


Violence in Townships Must End—Though one would 
have thought the ANC, Inkatha and community leaders 
would have stopped the violence in the townships, this 
hasn't happened, according to the editorial in Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in English on 6 Sepember, on page 
6. “Nobody wants to accept responsibility and the 
recriminations go on endlessly,” it says. The editorial 
admits there is some truth in many of the charges and 
countercharges, but says of Inkatha leader Chief Mango- 
suthu Buthelezi and ANC Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela: “The two leaders must meet since an end to 
the violence is needed desperately.” “The basic fact 
remains that the violence has to end and only the 
organizationa involved can stop it.” 


All Groups Should Be Invited To Talks—The time 
certainly has come to open talks with the government to 
all groups, says a page 6 editorial in Johannesburg THE 
CITIZEN in English on 7 September. “Whether this was 
intended or not, the ANC has been elevated to the prime 
Black player in the talks-about-talks.” The editorial says 
there are “dangers” to this perception: It makes it appear 
that “the future depends on the government and the 
ANC coming to an agreement,” and that the “ANC is 
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given the status of a government-in-waiting.” The edito- 
rial calls for formal invitations to “parties and group- 
ings” to talk with the government. 


BUSINESS DAY 


‘Harder Fight’ to Come Over New Economic System— 
The kind of constitution for South Africa brought to the 
negotiating table by the National Party government, with 
its implied protection and even veto power for the white 
minority and its idea of a “collegial cabinet,” may or 
may not be acceptable to its negotiating partners, says an 
editorial appearing on page 12 of Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 6 September. The “harder 
fight,” however, will come over the economic system for 
the new South Africa. The editorial says Finance Min- 
ister Du Plessis has answered the ANC’s demand for a 
mixed economy and continues: “We support him in his 
belief that, without a free market in which individuals 
and businesses are spurred by competetion, and not 
dictated to by bureaucrats, there will be no confidence, 
no economic growth and therefore no money for any 
government, however good its intentions.” 


Pardox of Violence and Hope—The warm welcome 
given by Soweto residents to President De Klerk on his 
recent visit gives “evidence of spontaneous goodwill 
towards the man who has set the country on its new, 
hazardous path, and yet again it reflected the ugliness of 
a divided and extremely violent society.’ So says 
another editorial on the same page. The editorial con- 
tinues, saying violence is “sapping the country’s 
strength,” and noting the president's call for an end to 
violence. The paper says, however, that the call, while 
reasonable, “‘seems unlikely to be heeded until there is 
amterial evidence that progress is being made” in the 
ANC-government talks. 


CAPE TIMES 


Opening of NP ‘Historic Departure’—Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 3 September, in a page 6 editorial, 
refers to the opening of the National Party as a “historic 
departure—and an extraordinary reversal.” The edito- 
rial goes on to recount the history of the NP and its 
pursuit of Afrikaner and ultimately white interests and 
its authorship of the “cruel fiction” of a white nation- 
hood and the rest of apartheid. The paper concludes that 
it has recalled all of this not to “crow or assume a pose of 
moral superiority, but to indicate just how far President 
de Klerk has travelled, politically speaking, and how 
much this step must have cost him,” and hails De 
Klerk’s “vision, faith and courage which his countrymen 
in all groups would do well to follow.” 


Viok Criticized for Goldstone Response—Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 4 September, in an editorial 
appearing on page 6 takes Law and Order Minister Adriaan 
Viok to task for his response to the Golstone Commission 
report on the behavior of the South African Police during 
the shootings at Sebokeng earlier this year. Merely saying 
that dockets were referred to the Attorney-General and that 
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disciplinary proceedings against certain policemen are 
underway is “not good enough,” says the editorial. “There is 
more than enough evidence to suggest that the SAP, not by 
any means through its own fault, is ill-equipped to provide 
the professional police work the country needs in the 
1990s.” The editorial says what is needed is an “entirely 
new police culture of service —and protection of the public.” 
The paper doubts Mr. Viok has the “toughness” or the 
“resolution” to create such a change and, if that is the case, 
he should step aside. 


ANC, PAC, Others Must Do More Than Issi. . Statements— 
So says an editorial appearing on page 6, Cape Tawn CAPE 
TIMES in English on 6 September. Noting the “knee-jerk 
tendency to blame the other side” for the violence, the 
editorial says while the violence may be part of an older 
struggle, the violence has been fanned by the reported 
tendency of participants to identify themselves with the 
ANC or the Pan-Africanist Congress. Those two organiza- 
tions ce »not “wash their hands and sit on the sidelines.” “If 
their public commitment to democratic practices is to mean 
anything, they must demonstrate it on the ground in Cross- 
roads and elsewhere.” 


* Journal Describes Exercise Iron Eagle 


90AF0613C Johannesburg ARMED FORCES 
in English Aug 90 pp 19-20 


[Text] Towards the end of June and during the first week of 
July, elements of 44 Parachute Brigade were activated to 
participate in an airborne exercise at the General de Wet 
training grounds north of Pretoria, the home of 44 Brigade. 


The exercise was designed to test a number of aspects of 
the developing doctrine of South African military 
thinking and was planned round a night drop of a 
Battalion that would be able to sustain itself in a drawn 
attack against enemy position. The attacking force was } 
Parachute Battalion, a Citizen Force unit that was acti- 
vated for between 12 and 18 days, and was supported by 
elements drawn from 44 Brigade Headquarters of 
National Servicemen and Permanent Force members. 


The planning of exercise was devised so that the junior 
ranks would be called up for a 12-day period, with the 
command element being activated for up to 18 days. 
Training, updating and the briefing for the exercise was 
completed over the first week, with every effort being 
made to ensure that the troops on the ground were not 
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subjected to periods of idle time while the command 
element was engaged in other activities. The extra period 
of call-up time for the command element enabled them 
to comple‘e the necessary work and preparation before 
the arrival, and after the departure, of the main body. 


Three days before the night drop all members of the 
dattalion completed a day drop together, with a large 
part of the 70 tons of equipm nt that would form part of 
the night drop. 


An interesting pari of the exercise was the very low 
percentage of injuries incurred by the participating 
troops. Altogether, the day and night drops involved 
approximately 900 men, and the seriously injured/ 
fractures totalled three. A similarly low damage ratio was 
recorded with the air-supplied equipment. On the night 
drop of the 18 Jakkals (lightweight, jeep-type vehicle) 
one suffered a damaged sump pan, and a Miskruier— 
Dungbeetle—(lightweight fork-lifter) landed on its side. 
The Jakkals comes in a number of configurations, the 
trailer enables it to be used as a logistical vehicle or 
carries the 120mm mortar and ammunition. Other con- 
figurations are as a command vehicle, section gun car- 
rier, mounting 2 x .50 CAL as an air defence system or 
mounting a 20 mm and a 7.62 mm. Another role of the 
Jakkals is an ambulance. 


The turretless Ferret which is now included in the order 
of battle of 44 Brigade is also used in a number of rules, 
one being as a ground-to-ground missile carrier for use 
against strongpoints and armour. 


The dawn attack line of assault was over an area of low 
ground against a Soviet type of trench system, estab- 
lished on ground that swept up to a low range of hills 
covered with a scattered growth of thorn trees. From a 
bill running at a distance with the line of attack, 
observers could clearly follow the assault; firstly, by 
paths of the tracer and missi'es’ lines of flight and mortar 
explosions and as the light .. proved visibility. 


One of the aspects of the exercise that impressed the 
observers was the volume and duration of the firepower 
that the Battalion was able to direct at the target. 


The SADF’s airborne capability has come a long way, 
particularly as regards support equipment, since its first 
large airborne operation in 1978, Operation Reindeer, 
against the Cassinga base in Angola. 
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Angola 


Government Summons Zairian Envoy Over Vessels 


MB0809145890 _uanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT 8 Sep 90 


[Text] A few days ago the Angolan Government reported 
that two South African Navy vessels were about to arrive 
at Matadi Harbor, in Zaire. 


On that occasion a Foreign Affairs Ministry note con- 
veyed the Angolan Government's concern about [words 
indistinct] situation, because the South African warships 
could be carrying war materiel for the UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola] puppet 
gang under the pretext of a cordial (?visit) to the territo- 
rial waters of the Republic of Zaire. 


For this reason, the Angolan Government decided to 
summon (Didi Mutundi), the Zairian ambassador to our 
country, and asked him to explain those facts. 


We are now going to read an incidental note received 
from the Foreign Affairs Ministry this afternoon: 


In light of the concern expressed by the authorities of the 
People’s Republic of Angola that South African warships 
had stopped at Matadi Hardor over the last few days, the 
Angolan Foreign Affairs Ministry [words indistinct] an 
oral message of an insulting nature [words indistinct] the 
Zairian Embassy in Luanda, the Foreign Affairs Min- 
istry decided to summon Zairian Ambassador to Angola 
Mr. (Didi Mutundi) and ask him to explain those facts. 


On that occasion, the authorities of the People’s 
Republic of Angola expressed their deepest concern and 
skepticism about the alleged technical stops of two South 
African warships near the Angolan-Zairian border. This 
border is today seen as the most dangerous [words 
indistinct] because it is used to ‘nfiltrate large quantities 
of U.S. equipment for UNITA to destabilize the Angolan 
people in northern Angola. 


Within this context and in light of the recent call made 
by the deputies of the People’s Assembly meeting in its 
eighth ordinary session concerning the situation in 
northern Angola, the Zairian diplomat was invited to be 
an agent for peace and understanding between the two 
peoples and governments on the basis of respect for the 
norms governing relations between sovereign states. 


The Zairian ambassador promised to make every effort 
to contribute to improved bilateral relations. He also 
expressed his readiness to convey the Angolan Govern- 
ment’s concerns to the Zairian Government and [words 
indistinct] People’s Assembly in its aforementioned call. 
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Rebels Say People Forced To Use Black Market 


MB1009080490 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0510 GMT 10 Sep 90 


[Text] The kwanza, the currency of the corrupt Luanda 
government, has been hit by a sharp devaluation over the 
last few days. 


This devaluation arises from the existence of shops for 
MPLA-PT [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola-Labor Party] ringleaders and foreigners in the 
country. The currency accepted by those shops is the 
U.S. dollar, not the kwanza, which is the public currency. 


Beca.: of this situation, most people are forced to use 
the black market. Imported olive oil costs a few dollars 
per can in the free shop but it is sold for thousands of 
kwenzas in the black market. 


In many MPLA-controlled towns, the kwanza is not even 


used any longer. The people prefer exchanging clothes 
for foodstuffs or other useful goods. 


Lesotho 


BBC Interviews Exiled King Moshoeshoe II 


MB0709204890 London BBC World Service 
in English 1615 GMT 5 Sep 90 


[From the “Focus On Africa” program} 


[Text] King Moshoeshoe of Lesotho has broken his 
silence and issued statements here in London for the first 
time since he left his kingdom in March. 


The King was stripped of his powers by the military 
leader, Major General Lekhanya, and royalists in his 
government were sacked and jailed after an alleged plot 
was uncovered. Accusations [word indistinct] with pro- 
monarchists claiming that Gen. Lekhanya was in the 
pocket of the South Africans. In the end King Moshoe- 
shoe was packed off on what was officially described as a 
sabbatical, and has made his base in London. The claims 
that he is still plotting have followed him. Robin White 
asked King Moshoeshoe what he made of the claim that 
he is still involved in plots against Gen. Lekhanya. 


[Begin recording] [Moshoeshoe] That is his imagination, 
I don’t see how I can plot against him. 


[White] Did you plot against him previously? 
[Moshoeshoe] No. 
[White] Would you like to see him go? 


[Moshoeshoe] Let me put it this way. My serious differ- 
ences with him are not of a recent thing, they go back to 
the early days of 1986: (A) when I discovered some 
things that I did not know before, how close he was (a) 
with the South African security forces; and, (b) the South 
African government. That was he beginning of my 
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personal problems with him. I said if I had had my way, 
to cut a long story short, I would have had him removed 
from the portfolio of defense and security when he 
invited the South African commandces without the 
authority of government. 


[White] This was during the Pope’s visit. 
{[Moshoeshoe] During the Pope’s Visit. 


[White] When there was some kind of trouble with the 
Lesotho opposition. 


[Moshoeshoe] That’s right, I said I would have had him 
removed from that portfolio. 


[White] We didn’t hear you say that openly at the time. 
Why didn’t you speak out openly against Lekhanya at 
the time? 


[Moshoeshoe] Well, if there ‘s anything that would [word 
indistinct] that I didn’t make it a public statement. But 
the military councillors know my position, the Council 
of Ministers know my position, or knew my position, on 
that issue at that time. 


[White] The impression given by the Lesotho Govern- 
ment is that somehow you left the country voluntary, are 
you that saying that definitely isn’t true, that you were 
forced out. 


[Moshoeshoe] Well, that is definitely untrue that I left 
voluntarily, I was forced out. 


[White] Why didn’t you resist? 


[Moshoeshoe] When an army officer surrounded by his 
colleagues says to you, you have got to leave within 24 
hours, which is what happened. On the 9th of March he 
said to me, we have got a plane ready for you to leave 
tomorrow. One sometimes has to think of whether it is 
safe to resist or..... 


[White interrupting] (7So weren't yoy) frightened for 
your life? 


{[Moshoeshoe] At that time [word indistinct], | : 
know what would have happened if I said no. 


[White] Surely, at that time he wouldn't dare to kill you. 


[Moshoeshoe] When an army officer is standing in front 
of you, with his pistol on his side, and other colleagues of 
his, [word indistinct] with pistols on their sides, you 
{word indistinct] can do nothing. 


[White] Under what circumstances would you now 
return home? 


{[Moshoeshoe] In my case I (?cannot) lay down the 
circvrastances. If those were agreed to in principle today, 
I will be on the plane as soon as tomorrow. 


[White] My question, what specifically do you want? 
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[Moshoeshoe] Let me give you a summary: formation of a 
broad based government of national unity and reconcilia- 
tion. This would comprise all sections of opinions, 
including the Army. If that group of people, from all 
sections of (?communities) in Lesotho, if that (?group) of 
people should in their wisdom choose that they want to see 
Lekhanya continue as their [word indistinct], it would be 
up to them, it would be their decision, democratic deci- 
sion. So, that’s stage number one: Formation of a broadly 
based government of national unity and reconciliation. 
Restoration of the fundamental human rights, which will 
then give everybody the freedom and the liberties to 
engage in the reconstruction of their country. Which they 
have not been able to do so in the past. Together with those 
then we would prepare for an universal election, and we 
will then elect a new parliament. 


[White] But, Lekhanya is already doing these things, he 
has already started with.... 


{[Moshoeshoe interrupting] I'm not aware that he is, I'm 
not aware... 


[White continues] ... a Constituent Assembly which is 
meeting to discuss a new constitution. He seems to be 
preparing the country for a return to civilian rule. Do 
you not believe the man? 


[Moshoeshoe] I am not aware that his Constituent 
Assembly is formulated and formed on the principles 
that I’ve laid down in this statement. 


[White] Do you think that [word indistinct] thing to keep 
him in power? 


{[Moshoeshoe] That is my impression. It is my impres- 
sion, definitely, there is a nominated assembly, to a large 
extent, which is intended to give him time to work his 
own program. [end recording] 


Lekhanya Says King Contravened Order Of 1970 


MB0709210290 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[Text] The chairman of the Military Council and 
Council of Ministers, His Excellency Major General 
Metsing Lekhanya, says that according that to the Office 
of the King Order of 1970, the activities of the [as heard] 
his majesty since his departure from Lesotho are in 
contravention of that order. 


Addressing the National Constituent Assembly this 
morning, Maj. Gen. Lekhanya appealed to members of the 
house and the nation to find a solution to the deadlock. 


Maj. Gen. Lekhanya said the case of defamation of 
character lodged by His Majesty King Moshoeshoe II 
against him and the honorable of foreign affairs, Mr. 
Tom Thabane, had prevented him from briefing the 
National Constituent Assembly about the existing rela- 
tions between the king and the Military Council. He said 
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despite that case which has not yet been settled, the king 
continued to make statements to the local and foreign 
media. 


The general also indicated that he had concrete evidence 
that the king continues to encourage the commission of 
actions aimed at undermining the government and the 
National Constituent Assembly. The chairman said, it is 
while in London that the king had engaged in and 
supported acts aimed at destabilizing the government. 


He quoted the case lodged by the ex-minister of health, 
Dr. Thabo Makenete, in which he was claiming he had 
been illegally removed from his position as minister and 
the king issued an affidavit supporting this claim. He 
said the king had also talked to the press about the recent 
delegation sent to him by the government contrary to the 
agreement between him and the government that the 
issue be treated confidentially. 


He said now the king has called for him, Maj. Gen. 
Lekhanya, on the BBC this week to resign because he 
receives orders from Pretoria. The king further suggested 
that a national unity government be formed and elec- 
tions supervised by the United Nations be held. 


However, Maj. Gen. Lekhanya has reminded the king 
that Lesotho is a sovereign state whose affairs are not 
determined by the United Nations. 


Maj. Gen. Lekhanya further disclosed that government 
that government is in possession of a letter from one of 
His Majesty's friends referring to a recent delegation to 
His Majesty in London as idiots. 


The delegations comprised His Excellency Colonel 
Nkhahle Tsotetsi, Mr. (Mohale Fibereng), (Muruthile 
Theka Sibola), and Mr. (Mutuang Patela). 


Maj. Gen. Lekhanya said after the military take over in 
1986, the king was vested with lesgislative and executive 
powers and development councils at various levels were 
established. He said when the National Consituent 
Assembly was proposed, he differred with the king. 


The general said the king did not want members of the 
previous government of Chief Leboa Jonathan to be 
included in it. He said the king also wanted to retain 
legislative and executive powers indefinitely and chief- 
tainship to be restored to its traditional past. 


Maj. Gen Lekhanya said after the military intervened 
again in February this year, the king was approached 
with arrangements for a new government but he disso- 
ciated himself from the changes effected by the military 
and he still suggested to take leave and proceed with his 
studies at the Universities of Warwick in England and 
Upsala in Sweden. 


The general consensus of the members of the assembly, 
following the major general's speech was that the king’s 
acts against his government pointed to an act of abdica- 
tion. The members pointed out that his majesty has never 
accepted any government in Lesotho. They said he holds a 
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similar attitude towards the present Constituent Assembly 
because he says its members should be people who have 
never had anything to do with the politics of this country 
or who have held ministerial posts prior to 1986. 
Members indicated dissatisfaction with the public being 
used to support his majesty while in England since he is 
not furthering his studies but giving himself a change to 
fight his government. 


Mr. (Thabo Mokotso) quoted from the oath his majesty 
took in 1970 and said the king has to be reminded of the 
conditions contained in the oath. 


Mr. (A.C. Manyeti) said according to the statement of the 
major general, his majesty has gone against the conditions of 
the oath he took which he has done with all past govern- 
ments. He said the position of king is a family affair of 
which the king will remain head even if he steps down. He 
recommended that the position of king should cease to be a 
family affair but a national affair. 


Mr. (Mohale Fibereng) the principal chief (Rothe) said 
the position of the king is not a family affair and if he 
chooses, he can step down. 


In reply to questions, Maj. Gen. Lekhanya asked the 
assembly not to mix the affairs of his majesty as a person 
and a position of kingship in Lesotho. He said the 
military is reluctant to make a unilateral conclusion on 
the matter that is why it invites the assembly and the 
nation to advise on the matter. 


Mauritius 


* MMM Condemns Iraqi Aggression Against Kuwait 
90AF0612E Port Louis LE NOUVEAU MILITANT in 
French 4-5 Aug 90 p 6 


[Text] The MMM [Mauritian Militant Movement] con- 
demns very severely the Iraqi aggression against Kuwait 
and hopes that all of Mauritius will do the same as 
severely as possible. 


The MMM is very pleased to have intervened with the 
prime minister, Sir Anerood Jugnauth, several months 
ago to halt a diplomatic rapprochement between Iraq 
and Mauritius that was being effected through ministe- 
rial visits to Iraq by Malherbe and Ramjauttun. 


* Navin Ramgoolam on His Political Views, Goals 
90AF0577A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
30 Jul 90 pp 1, 4 


[Interview with Dr. Navin Ramgoolam by Jacques 
David; date and place not given; first two paragraphs are 
LE MAURICIEN introduction] 


[Text] Dr. Navin Ramgoolam told LE MAURICIEN in 
an interview: “I have come to bring the people of 
Mauritius together.” He said that when he was a child 
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Guy Rozemont had lifted him up onto a box to teach 
him how to make a political speech. 


On 30 July Dr. Navin Ramgoolam, son of the late Sir 
Seewoosagur Ramgoolam, gave exclusively to LE MAU- 
RICIEN an outline of his political program and 
explained his message to the nation. Essentially, Doctor 
Ramgoolam has entered the political arena as a man who 
wishes “to bring together” the whole Mauritian nation. 
He considers that the country is split up and divided. He 
toid Jacques David, news editor of LE MAURICIEN, 
and Isamel Bhugaloo, our reporter and photographer, 
that he saw “division, confusion, and ambiguity.” 

Doctor Ramgoolam emphasized in particular that he is 
going directly to the people, “to look them straight in the 
eyes,” and he has no need of an intermediary to do that. 
He is even ready to answer this challenge by himself, 
even though the effort will be great. Quoting Guy Roz- 
emont, among others, he was very clear and precise, 
expressing Opposition to electoral alliances, “which are 
built on the backs of the people,” as well as to a proposal 
to establish a republic, which has not been submitted to 
the voters and that has been turned into a priority 
program of a new political alliance. Doctor Ramgoolam 
told us: “I do not understand this haste.” 


[LE MAURICIEN] Dr. Navin Ramgoolam, you arrived 
in Mauritius on 29 July and already, in your first 
Statements to your supporters, we feel «hat you are 
posing as a “challenger.” When did you make your 
decision to make your entry onto the political st>ge? 


[Ramgoolam] First, | will question one of your words. I 
am not posing as a “challenger.” I have returned to the 
country because I see that the situation is very serious. I 
cannot remain inactive in the face of what is going on in 
my country. I am not entering the political arena to 
oppose this figure or that one. Rather, it is to warn the 
people against a situation that is not at all healthy and 
also to propose new ideas to meet the challenges that will 
face Mauritius in the year 2000 and afterwards. 


[LE MAURICIEN] Earlier, | asked you when you 
decided to make your entry onto the political scene. Is it 
because of the urgency of the situation, which you called 
“unhealthy,” or did you make this decision a long time 
ago and were just waiting for the right moment? 


[Ramg .olam] Either you are born a politician or you are 
not. It was Guy Rozemont who taught me to stand up on 
a box to speak in public. There have been many people 
who guided my first steps. So I grew up in a political 
atmosphere and have politics in my blood. Also, I chose 
the political arena. 


[LE MAURICIEN] What is the mission that you feel has 
been entrusted to you? In your first words when you 
arrived at Plaisance on 29 July you said that you have a 
mission to carry out. 


(Ramgoolam] I feel and I know that there is an invisible 
hand that shapes events. On 29 July, for example, | felt 
that the crowd present at Plaisance was the force of 
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destiny, to some extent. That was the cry of destiny. You 
know, there is also this irresistible appeal, this imperious 
need to bring people togethe:. I have returned to bring 
people together. 


[LE MAURICIEN] So you feel that you are the man to 
rally the people of Mauritius? 


[Ramgoolam] I do not know an island like Mauritius that 
has been so divided and so split up for such a long time. 


[LE MAURICIEN] It is rather surprising that in your 
first statements on 29 July you did not mention any 
politician by name. However, you emphasize the word 
“zest.” Why is that? 


[ ] I returned to Mauritius to take part in 
political life and not to attack people or personalities. 
That is not my way of doing things. I fight ideas. 
Furthermore, | will carry on my fight at the level of ideas 
and not personalities. | have very good relationships 
with political figures at this time. 


[LE MAURICIEN] We know that in fact you are a labor 
supporter. When do you intend to join the PT [Labor 
Party] officially? 


[Ramgoolam] | will shortly have a working session with 
Sir Satcam Boolell and, after that, I will tell you. 


[LE MAURICIEN] And your first meetings reportedly 
will be held on 3 August. We know that the Labor Party 
has already scheduled a meeting in the prime minister's 
district for 3 August. Will you be there on that day? 


[Ramgoolam] I am expecting to meet Sir Satcam Boolell, 
as I said earlier, and I will define my position after that 
meeting. | will not be in the Labor Party as long as the 
position is not clear. 


{LE MAURICIEN] At present Mauritius is considering a 
question dealing with changes in our constitutional 
status to make Mauritius a republic. What is your 
position on the question? 


[Ramgoolam] First of all, 1 would like to summarize how 
I see the situation in Mauritius. | would sum it up in 
three words: division, confusion, and ambiguity. In such 
a situation the peopie of Mauritius no longer know where 
they are, and they veer to the Left and ther «o the Right. 
They need a line to guide them. They want every 
proposal to be clear and transparent. At present we are 
going through one of the raost ridiculous situations. We 
are used to a democratic system based on the Westmin- 
ster model, where the government, which rules the 
country, is on one side, while the opposition is on the 
other side. At present the government majority has made 
a kind of alliance with the opposition—a future electoral 
partner, therefore—which still remains in parliament. 
Consequently, the opposition is not the opposition, and 
it can no longer be the opposition. Are these the same 
people who say that they are going to continue to play the 
role of an opposition? This is not possible. The situation 
is worse than absurd. 
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To return to your question concerning the establishment of 
a republic, I only ask myself, why such haste? The govern- 
ment is halfway through its term of office. The leaders of 
the two t parties sign a communique to tel! the 
people that there will be an electoral alliance between the 
government majority and the opposition. 


And then they emphasized that they will propose a 
change so that Mauritius will have the status of a 
republic, like India, through elections. This is quite clear. 
The changes in constitutional status should take place 
after a general election. A few days later they announced 
that the draft bill to set up a republic is ready. Now the 
people will not have an opportunity to express their 
views. A decision was made by the cabinet, one of the 
most important decisions, and it will be imposed—I say 
specifically that it will be imposed—on the people. | 
think that this is scandalous. This is a very important 
proposal that demands organization and reflection, 
because this change will have an impact on our institu- 
tions and on Mauritians in general. A proposal of this 
kind calls for all kinds of discussion. There is the logic of 
our institutions and of our democracy. It is necessary for 
the people to have the time to analyze and to understand 
before a decision is made. The government has simply 
“botched” this very important proposal. This is an 
irrational action. It does not show much consideration 
for the nation. Everyone has the right to enter into an 
alliance that he finds agreeable. However, it is not 
healthy to turn a proposal affecting the national char- 
acter into an area set aside for the partners of a political 
alliance alone. As | emphasized previously, this is a 
matter involving the two partners in government who 
will meet after the elections and not a matter between 
two political parties, which, in principle, should play 
their role in a democratic way. The two parties are not 
playing their role as it should be played. They are using 
all possible ways of implementing such a proposal over 
the heads of the people. 


Above all, we should ask ourselves about the timing of 
this proposal. Is this the highest priority matter for 
consideration at this time? The people of Mauritius 
should have a program. When it is halfway through its 
term of office, the government should implement its 
already announced program. Should not the problems 
affecting the Mauritian people have the attention of the 
government? Can we say that Mauritius has no prob- 
lems? Should constitutional change have the lh. .ghest 
priority at this time? 


Above all, I ask those who are going to decide on this 
proposal to establish a republic and those who are going to 
vote on it in particular to think carefully, because the rights 
of the people will be harmed. I recall those words of Sir 
Winston Churchill, who once said: “The price of freedom 
is eternal vigilance.” More than ever, this phrase is perti- 
nent at this time. And when Michel Rocard formed his 
government in France, he stated: “I will be happier to put 
things of, rather than to continue.” 
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[LE MAURICIEN] You have just said that we are going 
through an adsurd situation. Do you not believe that it is 
equally absurd for a partner, in this case the Labor Party, 
to continue in the government, despite everything? 


[Ramgoolam] You should not ask Sir Satcam Boolell 
that question and not me. However, I tell you that the 
situation is not a healthy one. 


[LE MAURICIEN] You astonished more than one 
person on 29 July when you said that if you have to enter 
the political arena alone, you will do so. However, many 
parties would like to enter into an alliance with the Labor 
Party. Do you personally plan to avoid all of the parties? 


[Ramgoolam] No. I say very clearly that I want to talk to 
the people above all. Too many persons are trying to go 
over the heads of the people to make their electoral 
arrangements. I want to go directly with the people. I 
want the people to look straight into my eyes and I want 
to have their views. I do not want any intermediary. 


[LE MAURICIEN] Dr. Navin , you are now 
beginning a very big job. Do you think that it will be too 
difficult? 


[Ramgoolam] The bigger the job, the more interesting 
the challenge will be. 


* Rationale, Significance of Becoming a Republic 
9OAFOS9SA Port Louis LE MILITANT MAGAZINE in 
French 28-29 Jul 90 pp 8, 57 


[{Unattributed Article: “The Reasons for a Republic”’] 


[Text] There are basically two reasons in favor of estab- 
lishing a republic. First, a republic is the final and 
natural stage of decolonization. As Sir Anerood Jugn- 
auth noted last Wednesday in Curepipe, having reached 
this final stage, a country that becomes a republic is a 
country that has achieved adulthood and that acquires 
all the prestige it deserves on the international scene. 


The second reason for establishing a republic: this is also 
a consolidation of democracy in the sense that unlike the 
governor general, who is appointed and recalled by the 
queen on the instructions of the prime minister, a 
president of a republic is elected by parliament and can 
be recalled only by a two-thirds majority in parliament. 
Which gives him the prestige [text missing] fully his role. 


Overall, there are three types of republics. First, the 
presidential republic where the president is elected by 
universal suffrage, exercises executive power, and pre- 
sides over a council of ministers. Examples: France, 
Madagascar, Senegal, and the United States, among 
others. Second, at the other extreme, the parliamentary 
republic with a cabinet system, with a prime minister 
who exercises executive power and presides over a 
council of ministers, and with a president of the republic 
who is elected by an electoral college and is the guarantor 
of the constitution and of its institutions. Examples: 
India, the Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, etc. 
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Third, between those two extremes, there is what is 
called the semipresidential republic where a real division 
of executive powers exists between the president and the 
prime minister and where the president presides over the 
council of ministers only in exceptional circumstances. 
Examples: Finland and Portugal. 


Executive Powers 


The MSM/MMM [Mauritian Socialist Movement/ 
Mauritian Mil‘tant Movement] alliance’s proposal for 
the Island of Mauritius, which is contained in the bill, is 
a parliamentary republic. Thus it is clear from the 
proposal that it will be the prime minister who exercises 
the executive powers amd who presides over the council 
of ministers. The president will be the guarantor of the 
constitution and of the institutions but he will also play 
a vital role in the sense that, as in India, he vill be fully 
informed of the affairs of the state and of the govern- 
ment in general by the prime minister, who will consult 
the president at regular intervals. Once again, as it is 
done in India, Italy and elsewhere. 


Aside from that, the president exercises a number of 
specific powers. There again within the framework of a 
cabinet system, but which take on all their importance in 
exceptional circumstances. 


The bill, which was submitted to the Council of Minis- 
ters last Thursday, contains clauses that translate all of 
this into the constitution. Thus, as is the case in the 
Indian Constitution, these clauses specify that the island 
of Mauritius will continue to function on the basis of a 
cabinet system, in which the prime minister and his 
ministers exercise executive power. 

Another clause confirms the prime minister's responsi- 
bility to fully inform the president of the affairs of the 
state and to provide him with the information he 
requests on this subject. Other clauses outline the spe- 
cific powers of the president. 


Rich Experience 


In fact, as is also the case in India, the president has an 
international role. But this international role is neces- 
sarily played in complete harmony with the govern- 
ment's foreign policy and with respect for the preroga- 
tives of the prime minister and of the minister of foreign 
affairs in matters of foreign policy. 


The bill circulated Thursday was inspired to a large 
extent by the Indian Constitution, which is one of the 
most attractive constitutions in the world, and which has 
proved itself since its promulgation in January 1950. 
Furthermo:2, aside from the text of the constitution, 
India has had very rich experiences accumulated over 
the nine presidencies that have ruled the great peninsula 
since independence. 

As a matter of fact, nine presidents have succeeded 
India’s first president, Dr. Rajendra Prasad, and knowl- 
edge of the experiences of the nine presidents who have 
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succeeded each other and who have worked with dif- 
ferent prime ministers is as fascinating as the study of the 
text of the Indian constitution itself. 


Namibia 


10 Sep Press Review on Current Problems, Issves 
WAI100915 1490 


{Editorial report] 
DIE REPUBLIKEIN 


SWAPO Guilty of ‘Double Standards’"—“It is no longer 
news that the SWAPO [South-West African People’s 
Organization] government is guilty of applying double 
standards,” remarks Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN in 
Afrikaans on 30 August in a page 4 editorial. “This 
unacceptable tendency should not be allowed to con- 
tinue.” DIE REPUBLIKEIN looks at the “absurd situa- 
tion” where “during the election camp?ign last year 
SWAPO kicked up such a fuss about the lack of qualifi- 
cations in KOEVOET [Namibian counterinsurgency 
police units] ranks. SWAPO and all its fronts shouted in 
unison that the KOEVOET men were not fit for any 
police supporting role.” “Now that SWAPO has taken 
over the government of the country it placed its PLAN 
[People’s Liberation Army of Namibia] members in a 
similar role. Some of them cannot even read or write.” 


TIMES OF NAMIBIA 


Lessened Dependence on South Africa Unlikely— 
Windhoek TIMES OF NAMIBIA in English on 5 Sep- 
tember, in a page 2 editorial says “It would be a mistake 
to think that self-sufficiency could be achieved by import 
substitutions from South Africa.” The editorial differen- 
tiates between “material self-suffficiency,” which it sees 
as a kind of “misplaced national pride,” and “financial 
self-sufficiency,” which it sees as desirable. The editorial 
warns that a demand for material self-sufficiency can 
destroy financial self- sufficiency by forcing the country 
to pay extremely higher prices for things it can get more 
cheaply from South Africa. The editorial concludes that 
only in the “long run” is is possible that Namibian 
membership in the Southern African Development 
Coordination Conference and other organizations might 
“erode South African import domination.” 


Zambia 


70,000 Attend 8 Sep Multiparty Rally in Lusaka 
MB0809183290 Lusaka Domestic Service 
in English 1800 GMT 8 Sep 90 


[Text] Supporters of multiparty democracy have been 
asked to begin handing in their UNIP [Uaited National 
Independence Party] cards from next Saturday [15 Sep] 
as the movement [word indistinct] to question the 
legality of the present government. 
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The appeal was moved by vice chairman of the mullti- 
party movement, Mr. Frederick Chiluba, at a rally in 
Lusaka today attended by about 70,000 people. Mr. 
Chiluba, who is also in charge of orge=ization and 
operations, said the surrendering ¢ the cards will be an 
indication that the present govern :nt does not have the 
support of the people and therefor. lacks the mandate to 


govern them. 


He also protested the condemnation of churches for 
{words indistinct} saying their position has been dictated 
by prevailing conditions in the country. He said the 
church is on the side of the weak, the poor, and the 
disadvantaged. He said this is the position that God has 
guided churches to take. 


The chairman of the movement, Mr. (Alfred Winna), 
said the large turnout meant that the people are in favor 
of a multiparty system of government. He said the 
people were tired of monopolistic governments where no 
one outside the government can question decisions made 
by that government, even if those decisions are not in the 
interests of the people. He said the time had come for the 
country to have organizations that are not affiliated to 
the party but are there to work for the interest of tne 
members that make them up. 


And Lusaka lawyer Dr. (Roger Shongwe) said it is 
enshrined in the Constitution of the country that every 
citizen has the right to belong to a political party of his 
own choice. He said it is therefore wrong for government 
leaders to threaten people with dismissals for publicity 
declaring [as heard] their choice of a multiparty system 
of government. 


He said if Zambia is a signatory to the Harare declaration 
that calls for multiparty democracy in South Africa, how is 
it that the same country rejects multiparty for itself? 
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The different speakers at the rally began at 1000 [0800 
GMT] and went on up to about 1600. They also said it is 
wrong for the present leadership to claim that the mul- 
tiparty movement is a party as there is no provision in 
the Constitution for that. They said unless there is an 
amendment to the Constitution, UNIP is the only party 
in the country and multiparty is the movement to bring 
about that change. 


[Umtata Capital Radio in English at 0800 GMT on 9 Sep 
reports that “more than 300,000 Zambians have dem- 
onstrated for multiparty democracy. The massive crowd 
turned up at a rally in the capital Lusaka to hear 
opposition leaders challenge President Kenneth Kaunda 
to speed up the pace of reforms.”] 


Ambassador Condemns U.S. Assistance to UNITA 


MBO0709192890 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[Text] Angola says it is disappointed with the negative 
response by UNITA [National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola] to reach a cease-fire t and 
censored the United States, South Africa, and Zaire for 
their continued support to the reactionary movement. 


Angolan Ambassador to Zambia Pedro Fernando 
Mavunza said today that the last round of talks in 
Portugal last month failed because UNITA refused to 
sign an agreement for a cease-fire, adding that the 
complicity of America, South Africa, and Zaire was 
adding to Angolan problems. 


Comrade Mavunza said it is clear that UNITA leader 
Jonas Savimbi was guided by the United States not to 
agree to a cease-fire before the recognition of the rebel 
movement and the introduction of the multiparty system 
of politics. Comrade Mavunza said constitutional 
changes are underway for the introduction of the multi- 
party system but called for peace. 
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The Gambia 


Jawara Denies ECOWAS Split on Liberia 


AB0809115590 Dakar PANA in English 
1105 GMT 8 Sep 90 


[Text] Dakar, 8 Sept (PANA)}—The ECOWAS [Eco- 
nomic Community of West African States] chairman, 
Gambian President Dawda Jawara, has denied that there 
is a split within the sub-regio) over the standing media- 
tion committee’s handling of .. Liberian crisis. 


Responding to questions posed by journalists at a press 
conference in Banjul Friday [7 Sep], Jawara said that, apart 
from President Blaise Compaore of Burkina Faso, he was 
not aware of any head of state who had stated his objection 
to the peace package drawn up by the mediation committee. 


Jawara, who just visited Senegal, Burkina Faso, Ghana, 
Sierra Leone and Guinea to consult with their leaders, 
cited the example of President Abdou Diouf of Senegal, 
who has expressed solidarity with the steps taken by the 
mediation committee. 


With regard to Cote d'Ivoire, he said even though 
Charles Taylor, the rebel leader who is opposed to the 
peace package, is based in that country and operates 
from there, the government has declared its support for 
whatever action the mediation committee took to 
resolve the crisis. Cote D'Ivoire declined to attend the 
mini summit which Liberia’s other two neighbours, 
Sierra Leone and Guinea, attended in Banjul or con- 
tribute troops to the peacekeeping force. 


Jawara added that Burkina Faso’s suport for Taylor was 
evident when he met Compaore in Ouagadougou Tuesday. 
However, he still appealed to Compaore to use his influence 
to have Taylor stop fighting and cooperate with members of 
the interim government when they call on him. 


He said he disagreed with Compaore when the latter 
stated that the mediation committee exceeded its man- 
date. He noted it was in the interest of Liberians that the 
mediation committee, because of lack of effective gov- 
ernment in the country and the factional fighting, 
decided to do something to salvage the situation. 


Jawara also said he had already sent messages to the 
ECOWAS heads of state in accordance with Compaore’s 
request for an emergency summit, adding that this 
needed two thirds of the members to agree before it 
could be held at a month’s notice. He observed that such 
a summit might turn out to be positive if two thirds of 
members should give their support to the peace initiative 
taken by the medation committee. 


In answer to another question, President Jawara said he 
was aware of the death of five ECOMOG [ECOWAS 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] soldiers in clashes with 
Taylor’s rebels and added that about the same number 
were wounded. He said the force was making satisfactory 
progress consolidating its position in the port area and 
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opening up corridors to transport food and medical 
supplies to the thousands of needy Liberians. 


He stressed that there was a severe shortage of food and 
a lack of medicine in Liberia and said the situation had 
become desperate with all hospitals closed. He reiterated 
his appeal to the international community to help and 
warned that thousands would die of starvation unless 
food aid was provided soon. 


Jawara stressed the neutrality of ECOMOG among the 
warring factions and said it was in Liberia as a peace- 
keeping force to try to create conditions under which 
Liberia’s people could assume normal life and live under 
civilized government. 


Asks Compaore To Influence Taylor 


AB0709205690 London BBC World Service 
in English 1709 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] President Jawara of The Gambia, as chairman of 
the ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] Mediation Committee, has been on his travels 
again, trying to get a consensus agreement among West 
African countries for the interim government set up at 
the talks in Banjul for the ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group] force and to get the money 
needed to support the soldiers in Monrovia. President 
Jawara has already had talks with Burkina Faso’s leader, 
Blaise Compaore, who has expressed disapproval for the 
whole operation and is reportedly backing Charles Tay- 
lor’s rebel Patriotic Front with arms and men. Well, on 
his return to Banjul today, President Jawara held a press 
conference to talk about his travels. From Banjul, 
Babacar Gueye telexed this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] President Jawara 
told the press conference that he had, in his capacity as 
chairman of ECOWAS, asked President Compaore to 
use his influence and get Charles Taylor to cooperate 
with ECOWAS in the implementation of its peace plan 
for Liberia. President Jawara further revealed that he 
had also asked President Compaore to persuade Charles 
Taylor to meet with the delegation at the national 
conference of Liberians to discuss the interim govern- 
ment and the interim legislative assembly on which seats 
have been offered to the rebels. President Jawara said the 
requests were made to President Compaore because his 
delegation on arrival in Ouagadougou found evidence of 
what he called practical support for Charles Taylor from 
the Burkinabe Government. 


President Jawara also revealed that while in Ouaga- 
dougou, he disagreed with President Compaore over his 
letter accusing the ECOWAS Standing Mediation Com- 
mittee of overstepping its mandate by sending a peace- 
keeping force to Liberia. He said he explained the need 
for the mediation committee to take steps to fulfill its 
mandate in the interest of the Liberian people. 
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President Jawara then went on to emphasize that it was 
easy to exaggerate the so-called split in ECOWAS over 
the Liberian civil war. He said it was not correct that 
Togo has proposed an emergency ECOWAS summit and 
that this move was supported by Nigeria. He revealed 
that it was in fact President Compaore who had pro- 
posed the idea of an extraordinary summit to him. His 
reply was that according to the rules, two-thirds of the 
member states of ECOWAS must support such a move 
for the summit to take place, but he said since his arrival 
last night, he had sent a telex message to all 16 member 
states asking them to indicate their standpoint on the 
Burkinabe proposal. 


President Jawara, however, agreed that while some of his 
colleagues may have ulterior motives in calling for an 
extraordinary summit, such a summit may be a good thing 
as it could provide his committee with an opportunity to 
both report on its work and renew its mandate. Generally, 
however, President Jawara said his mission to the five 
ECOWAS countries he visited was successful and that all 
heads of state of these countries pledged their support for 
his committee’s actions on the Liberian civil war. 


On the question of President Doe’s removal, President 
Jawara said that request for Doe’s departure had again 
been made by the national conference of Liberians and 
that it was receiving the urgent attention of ECOWAS. 


Asked about ECOMOG’s casualties so far, President 
Jawara revealed that when the ECOMOG forces landed 
in Monrovia, they were attacked by the rebels, subse- 
quent to which five ECOMOG soldiers were killed and 
five were wounded. [end recording] 


Ivory Coast 


Security on Streets Prior to Pope’s Arrival 


AB0909123290 Paris AFP in English 1225 GMT 
9 Sep 90 


[Excerpt] Abidjan, Sep. 9 (AFP)}—Ivory Coast security 
forces took to the streets here Sunday [9 Sep] hours 
before Pope John Paul II was to arrive in the West 
African country’s political capital Yamoussoukro to con- 
secrate a controversial basilica. 


Dozens of soldiers, many of them armed with automatic 
weapons, cleared a large group of Ivorians away from 
about more than 30 buses and mini-vans preparing to 
transport Abidjan residents to Yamoussoukro, President 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny’s home village 240 kilometers 
(159 miles) north of here. 


Witnesses said the crowd of mostly young men wanted to 
make the trip, but that “certain personalities,” notably 
civil servants, were being boarded first. 


Riot police standing near the Abidjan stadium where the 
buses were lined up told the people to leave moments 
before the soldiers, running in formation, drove them 
away. Security forces then blocked off streets leading to 
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the studium and stopped passers-by for identity checks. 
No-one appeared to have been hurt in the incident. The 
group broken up Sunday were not carrying placards and 
did not appear to be politically motivated. 


PLCI Wants Pope To ‘Intercede’ With President 


AB0809180690 Paris AFP in French 2035 GMT 
6 Sep 90 


[Text] Abidjan, 6 Sep (AFP)—The Liberal Party of Ivory 
Coast (PLCI—opposition) has addressed a letter to the 
pope asking him to intercede with President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny so that he will receive members of 
the opposition, Mr. Soumah Yady, chairman of the 
party, stated at a 6 September news conference. “We 
asked the pope to influence our authorities to exercise 
wisdom,” Mr. Yady declared. He described the pope’s 
arrival on 9 September in Yamoussoukro, where the 
sovereign pontiff is due to consecrate the Our Lady of 
Peace Basilica, as a “visit of hope.” 


“Recognizing a party means holding talks on an equal 
footing,”” Mr. Yady said. He added: “What we want is 
national consultation.” He called for Mr. Houphouet- 
Boigny to resign as chairman of the ruling Democratic 
Party of Ivory Coast (PDCI). He also wanted the 
National Assembly and the government dissolved and a 
transition administration established. Replying to those 
who believe that such measures would go against the 
Constitution he said: ““The Constitution can be 
amended.” Finally, Mr. Yady criticized “stifling press 
freedom” in Ivory Coast and the social climate marked 
by a “general inflation.” 


FPI Leader on Visit, Party’s Objectives 


AB0909 164090 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1230 GMT 6 Sep 90 


{Excerpi] [passage omitted] The Ivorian authorities are 
being vigilant and firm in order to ensure public order so 
that the pope’s visit takes place in better conditions. 
Concerning this visit, Jean-Claude Medome has asked 
Ivorian Popular Front [FPI] leader Laurent Gbagbo 
what he thought about it. 


[Begin recording] [Gbagbo] The pope is a head of state, and 
the FPI cannot prevent any head of state from visiting 
another. The pope is also the leader of the Catholic com- 
munity, and he has the right, which we acknowledge, to visit 
the Catholic community in any country. 


[Medome] Let us now talk about the FPI. First, what are 
its objectives? 


[Gbagbo] The FPI’s primary objective is to create and 
make sure that Ivory Coast becomes a law-abiding 
country. So far, we have only been (?able) in the estab- 
lishment of the multiparty system, but this is not democ- 
racy. We have succeeed, with some difficulties, in 
obtaining the freedom to meet. Now we are fighting to be 
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able to hold demonstrations like our opponents, and 
then we will fight for elections. We must fight to have 
fair elections. 


[M-dome] In Africa, the opposition has increasingly 
(?,efused) to debate and has resorted to violence. What 
do you say about that? 


[Gbagbo] With them we want to take stock of their 
management, their record on public freedoms, and their 
economic, cultural, and social affairs management. 
These are facts. 


[Medome] How do you assess the future of the opposi- 
tion in Ivory Coast against the Democratic Party of 
Ivory Coast—African Democratic Rally which, as you 
said earlier, has existed for over 25 years? 


[Gbagbo] Politicians, whether from the opposition or 
ruling party, must do what they have to do. I want every 
Ivorian to stick to his own convictions whether for or 
against me. I want people to believe that being a politi- 
cian is serving the country first and creating conditions 
for the country to grow and develop for the honor and 
welfare of the people and that it is not be g entrusted 
with a particualr divine mission; then politics becomes 
an interesting and respectable art. This is my conception 
of politics. This is what I wish for my country and for all 
of Africa. [end recording] 


Liberia 


NPFL Continue Fighting in Quainoo’s Absence 


AB0709204090 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The Economic Community of West African States 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group, ECOMOG, has now been 
in Liberia’s capital, Monrovia, for a fortnight, and it is 
still caught there between two [word indistinct]. It [word 
indistinct] an agreement with the forces of President 
Samuel Doe and Prince Johnson's faction of the rebels, 
but Charles Taylor’s National Patriotic Front is still 
committed to the fight. It is still shooting and ECOMOG 
is caught in the middle, particularly as its commander, 
General Quainoo, has been away from base seeking 
clarification of ECOMOG position. Meanwhile, Mon- 
rovia is rapidly running out of food. There is no fresh 
water and no power. Our correspondent Elizabeth Blunt 
is in Monrovia. On the line Elizabeth Ohene asked her 
what was being said there about the situation. 


[Begin recording] [Blunt] Well, the main issue at the 
moment in Monrovia with ECOMOG, with the West 
African peacekeeping force, is the kind of role it should 
be playing and the relationship it really has with the 
different movements. They already have their cease-fire 
more or less in place with Doe’s people and with Prince 
Johnson’s people. The issue now really is the relationship 
with Taylor, and Taylor’s forces have kept attacking. 
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They have attacked Doe’s people near the airport, and 
yesterday I am told by Prince Johnson's people that they 
attacked the main Johnson base just out on the north- 
western side of Monrovia. And, as you can imagine both 
sides are rather unhappy that ECOWAS has told them to 
stop firing and Taylor’s side is still attacking. 


[Ohene] What about the Spriggs Payne airfield, have 
Charles Taylor’s forces really retaken it? 


[Blunt] It does not seem to be so. They have been saying 
they took it last week. I guess I do not see how they 
[words indistinct], because Spriggs Payne airfield has 
one plane lane left and it will accept a Cessna plane, and 
that plane has carried on flying virtually every day after 
Taylor’s people said they have taken the airfield. So, I do 
not think it could be true. 


{[Ohene] What about Gen. Quainoo? Is he back and does 
anybody really know what his next move is going to be? 


{Blunt} Well, just everybody wants to know when Gen. 
Quainoo is coming back. As far as I know, he is not back 
here yet, and there seems to be a problem of deciding what 
to do next until he comes. Prince Johnson told me this 
morning that he met his deputy, General [name indistinct], 
a Guinean general, and asked him to take a more aggres- 
sive position to Charles Taylor who was still attacking, and 
the Guinean general said he had to wait for Gen. Quainoo. 
I understand he has not satisfied Prince Johnson because 
as a military man himself, he knew that when the com- 
manding officer was away, the deputy was in command 
and that is a fact and it was his decision. But for the 
moment, it does not seem to work like that. For the 
moment, everyone is waiting for Quainoo to come back 
and tell them what to do. [end recording] 


Well, President Doe’s spokesman called us up this after- 
noon to say there must be a cease-fire before an interim 
government is agreed on and that President Doe will not 
step down until there is a cease-fire. 


Johnson Threat To Stop Cease-Fire, Renew Fight 


AB0709213090 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 7 Sep 90 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Prince Johnson has been giving some kind of a press 
conference in Monrovia. Our correspondent, Elizabeth 
Blunt, is there of course, and she has just sent us this report. 


[Begin Blunt recording] The flamboyant rebel leader 
Prince Johnson made his appeal for a common front 
against the rival rebel leader Charles Taylor at his base 
camp in a former mining company compound just 
outside Monrovia the morning after a determined attack 
by Taylor’s forces on the camp. People living around the 
area said that the fighting was heavy and lasted most of 
the [word indistinct]. Johnson, once a lieutenant in the 
Liberian Army but now styling himself sometimes brig- 
adier general and sometimes field marshall, complained 
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bitterly that he was being attacked by Taylor’s men after 
his own people had agreed to a request by the West 
African Economic Community for a cease-fire. The West 
African force was for peace, he said. President Doe was 
damaged already and seeking peace because he was 
scared, and his own men were not fighting. 


The three groups, he said, should combine and fight the 
common enemy, but instead of pushing back what he 
cast as the hostile forces of Taylor, the West African 
troops were not doing a damn thing, he said, only 
holding their grounds. Mr. Johnson said he was going to 
tell the peacekeeping force to clarify its position and at 
least move to block Taylor’s arms supply, otherwise he 
threatened to turn his back on them, break the cease-fire, 
and launch a new offensive. 


Prince Johnson’s army is a breakway group from the 
original National Patriotic Front of Liberia and smaller 
in number, but it has a reputation for fierce fighting and 
toughness cultivated by the bearded, beer-drinking 
figure of its chief who woos his men with a quixotic 
mixture of generosity and brutal discipline. He controls 
only a relatively small area on the west of Monrovia, but 
his support is strategically crucial to the peacekeeping 
force because he controls the port. [end recording] 


Rebels Attack ‘Densely Populated’ Port Area 


AB0809174490 London BBC World Service 
in English 1700 GMT 8 Sep 90 


[Text] The main rebel group in Liberia has attacked the 
densely populated port area of Monrovia where the West 
African peacekeeping force has its headquarters. The 
rebels, led by Mr. Charles Taylor, began shelling in late 
morning and continued for several hours with artillery of 
the peacekeeping force returning the fire. The BBC West 
Africa correspondent says the area was particularly 
highly populated at the time. 


Diplomats Warn of Impending Famine in Monrovia 


ABO0809142190 Paris AFP in English 1421 GMT 
8 Sep 90 


[Excerpt] Freetown, Sep 8 (AFP)—Hundreds of 
Liberians will die in Monrovia’s streets if emergency 
food supplies do not arrive in the war-torn West African 
capital soon, African diplomatic sources said here Sat- 
urday [8 Sep]. The diplomats, quoting reports from 
(?sources) in Monrovia, told AGENCE FRANCE- 
PRESSE that the food situation has degenerated and that 
hundreds of starving people have been beseiging West 
African peacekeeping forces daily for food. 


“It is a pitiful sight when they are told they can’t have it,” 
the diplomats said. They said many children have already 
died. “Their parents, already reduced to skeletons, are too 
weak even to carry their corpses to bury them.” 


A family of seven in Monrovia’s eastern Sinkor district 
died after boiling what turned out to be toxic leaves, they 
said, adding that only a massive flow of food assistance 
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“could avert the calamity.” There was also the risk of 
epidemics because of numerous decomposed bodies 
strewn around the capital. 


Blamo Darpoh, a former traveling salesman for a U.S. firm 
based in Monrovia said Friday that he was able to escape 
from the capital ‘‘when all attention was being paid to the 
arrival of (West African) peacekeeping forces” on August 
24. He said he hid in the bush for 10 days from the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) rebels before crossing into 
neighboring Sierra Leone. 


“I had ready seen signs of starvation before I left,” he said. 


Western diplomatic sources in Freetown estimated 
Friday that NPFL rebels had inflicted more than 100 
casualties on Economic Community of West African 
States monitoring group (ECOMOG) troops. The diplo- 
mats could not say how many soldiers were killed. 


In Banjul, The Gambian President Dawda Jawara, cur- 
rent ECOWAS chairman, announced Friday that five 
ECOMOG soldiers had been killed and another five 
wounded in fighting shortly after the peacekeeping 
troops from Ghana, the Gambia, Guinea, Sierra Leone 
and Nigeria landed in Monrovia August 24. 


Diplomats in Freetown said there appears to be a lull in 
the fighting but that the Spriggs Payne Airport in eastern 
Monrovia “remains a high risk area” as it was not 
controlled by the ECOMOG forces on Saturday. 


They said the airport could be used to bring in food and 
medical supplies if the ECOMOG troops, who took 
control of the airstrip August 31 but were forced to 
retreat, could retake the position. Food could also arrive 
through Monrovia port, which is controlled by the 3,000- 
strong peacekeeping force. [passage omitted] 


Doe Injured, Captured by Prince Johnson Forces 


AB1009094490 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 10 Sep 90 


[From the “African News” program hosted by John Stone] 


[Text] The situation in Liberia has changed rapidly and 
dramatically with President Samuel Doe wounded and 
captured by a rebel group which said it has overthrown 
him. The violent turn of events took place at the head- 
quarters in the capital, Monrovia, of the West African 
peacekeeping force. President Doe, with a substantial 
entourage, had left his fortified mansion for the first time 
since July for a meeting with the force commander. A 
few minutes later, the rebel leader Prince Johnson, 
accompanied by a heavily armed force, also arrived and 
a gun battle broke out. The BBC West African correspon- 
dent, who was at the scene, says the rebel gunmen hunted 
down President Doe’s soldiers from room to room at the 
headquarters and killed many of them before taking 
President Doe, who had been shot in the legs, away to 
their base camp outside the city. The correspondent says 
bodies were strewn all around the building. A: initial 
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count put the number of dead at 64, mostly President 
Doe’s men. Later in a telephone call to the BBC, Prince 
Johnsoi. said that President Doe was being held in 
custody. He said the president would be put on trial, but 
he did not want to kill him. Mr. Johnson said he himself 
would run the country until elections could be held. 


[BBC at 1812 GMT on 9 September also reports that 
“acting Information Minister Paul Allen Weah was 
among those wounded.”’] 


But President Doe’s senior associates have announced 
the appointment of a temporary head of state, the 
commander of the presidential guard, Brigadier General 
David Nimley. They said he takes charge either until the 
president returned or the interim government sponsored 
by the Economic Community of West African States 
[ECOWAS] who have sent in a peacekeeping force 
arrived to take over. Nothing has been heard from the 
main rebel force led by Mr. Charles Taylor which con- 
trols much of the country. 


Now here with more details is Fergus Nicoll: 


[Nicoll] Yesterday's events in Monrovia, even after eight 
months of civil war, were intensely dramatic. President 
Samuel Doe was seized by the Prince Johnson wing of the 
antigovernment rebels in by now characterically violent 
circumstances. The BBC’s West Africa correspondent, 
Elizabeth Blunt, was on the spot. 


[Blunt] / was at the ECOWAS headquarters office sitting 
quietly with the press officer and suddenly there was a 
[word indistinct] and President Doe arrived and went 
upstairs to see the commanding general. And then 10 
minutes later, as we were waiting for Doe to come down, 
there was an even bigger [words indistinct] and Johnson's 
people arrived, ran straight into the crowd of Doe’s people 
standing outside, and a major row developed and it was 
obviously turning extremely ugly and I was pushed into 
an office and pushed to the floor by a Nigerian officer and 
then I then lay there for about an hour and a half with 
every kind of bullet and ammunition whizzing about 
[words indistinct] incredible din. 


After speaking to Elizabeth Blunt, Network Africa called Dr. 
Abass Bundu, the executive secretary of ECOWAS, at his 
home in Lagos. He had just spoken to the Monrovia 
ECOMOG [ECOWAS Cease-fire Monitoring Group] head- 
quarters. We asked him for his reaction to the day’s events. 


{[Bundu] What has happened falls within the purview of 
the ECOWAS peace plan. And we do hope that now that 
President Doe is no longer in office, Mr. Charles Taylor 
will now see the need to lay down his arms within the 
context of the interim government framework. 


{Network Africa] So, can I just say it is absolutely clear, 
Dr. Bundu, from an ECOWAS point of view, you are quite 
happy that Prince Johnson has taken President Doe? 


[Bundu] Well, what I am saying is that it was within the 
purview of the ECOWAS peace plan that President Doe 
should withdraw from office. 
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So, Prince Johnson seems to be holding the aces. Neil 
Curry has been looking at the man who made this bold 
claim yesterday in a telephone call to the BBC. 


[Johnson] J am now the president of the Republic of 
Liberia awaiting the arrival of the interim government to 
come to power immediately. 


[Curry] By claiming to be the interim leader of Liberia, 
Prince Johnson has taken most people by surprise, 
because he has never really shown any personal political 
aspirations before. One photographer, who met Mr. 
Johnson recently, confirmed that he seemed to be a 
military man rather than a politician, and appears to lack 
any wide knowlege of international politics. But when it 
comes to combat, Mr. Johnson is an experienced fighter. 
He was involved in the [word indistinct] 1985 coup 
attempt against President Doe. But it is widely felt that 
Mr. Johnson harbors even more hatred for Charles Taylor 
than he does for President Doe. Johson was, earlier this 
year, an army commander for Mr. Taylor, but fell out 
with him. Charles Taylor and Prince Johnson have also 
differed on the question of foreign intervention. Johnson, 
showed great enthusiasm for the involvement of 
ECOWAS forces, and it was Johnson who took foreign 
hostages and, thereby, precipitated ECOMOG's involve- 
ment. There have been allegations as well that the U.S., 
which is unhappy with Charles Taylor's leadership style, 
has given some support to Johnson. But both the U.S. and 
Prince Johnson have strongly denied this. 


Well, Prince Johnson’s former boss, Charles Taylor, has 
been maintaining a low profile of late. Stephen Smith is 
a journalist who was covering the civil war, and was 
subjected to a mock execution by Mr. Taylor’s men and 
subsequently ejected from Liberia. On the line to 
Yamoussoukro, I asked him if he thought Charles Taylor 
was being pushed out of the picture. 


[Smith] No, / do not think he is completely out because he 
is holding much of the country and he has got his own 
forces. Nevetheless, after having suffered from military 
setback due to the arrival of the ECOWAS forces, he is 
now politically in a [words indistinct] situation, because it 
was much more easier mobilize his own men against 
Samuel and it will be much more difficult to do so against 
Prince Johnson. And so, I think now for Charles Taylor, 
the military option will become rather difficult. 


‘Trap’ Set 
AB1009114890 Paris AFP in French 1054 GMT 10 Sep 90 


[Text] Lagos, 10 Sep (AFP)—President Samue! Doe was 
taken prisoner and wounded by Prince Johnson’s men 
yesterday in Monrovia in front of the headquarters of the 
Economic Community of West African States 
[ECOWAS] peacekeeping force. He reportedly fell into a 
“trap” set up by the dissident rebel leader, a reliable 
source disclosed to AFP at the ECOWAS headquarters 
this morning in Lagos. 
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According to a representative of the ECOWAS who 
requested anonymity, Prince Johnson invited President 
Doe for a “consultation” to set up a common fighting 
force against the men of the National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia led by Charles Taylor. 


It was upon President Doe’s arrival at the head of his 
delegation, that Prince Johnson began shooting, the 
representative added. Prince Johnson reportedly set the 
“trap” without the knowledge of the ECOWAS peace- 
keeping force, the representative concluded. 


Doe Reportedly Dead 
AB1009161690 London BBC World Service 
in English 1610 GMT 10 Sep 90 


[Text] Unconfirmed reports from Liberia say President 
Samuel Doe, who was yesterday captured by Mr. Prince 
Johnson and his guerrillas is now dead. Reports quote 
travellers returning to the capital, Monrovia, from Mr. 
Johnson’s camp outside the city where Mr. Doe was 
taken after his capture. They say Mr. Doe was interro- 
gated by Mr. Johnson over large sums of money he is 
alleged to have embezzled during his time in power in 
Liberia, and that his mutilated body is now on display in 
the camp. The BBC correspondent in Monrovia says 
there is no way at present of confirming the reports. 


Mali 


Reportage on President Traore’s Visit to Algeria 
WA10091500 


For reportage on the visit by President Moussa Traore to 
Algeria, including reports on his talks with Algerian 
President Bendjedid, Niger President Ali Saibou, and 
Libyan leader Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi at the African 
quadripartite summit in Djanet, please see the Interna- 
tional Affairs section of the 10 September Near East & 
South Asia DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 


Niger 


Nation To Send Military Detachment to Gulf 


ABO0709132490 Dakar PANA in French 1112 GMT 
7 Sep 90 


[Text] Niamey, 7 Sep (ANP/PANA)—Niger has decided 
to dispatch a symbolic military detachment to Saudi 
Arabia, the NIGER PRESS AGENCY reported today, 
quoting the Saudi secretary of state for foreign affairs, 
‘Abd-al-‘Aziz Thoneyan. 


Mr. Thoneyan, who disclosed this here yesterday fol- 
lowing a meeting with Niger President Ali Saibou, added 
that he presented the head of state with a message of 
thanks from the Saudi king and people for the “honor- 
able stand taken by Niger in condemning the Iraqi 
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invasion of Kuwait.” The Saudi envoy described the 
aggression as an unprecedented act in the annals of the 
Islamic community. 


Niger is now the second black African country, along 
with Senegal, to announce the decision to dispatch a 
military contingent to Saudi Arabia. Mr. ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz 
Thoneyan is due to leave Niamey for Mali where he will 
hold similar talks with Malian President Moussa Traore. 


‘Disinformation’ on Tuareg Attack Denounced 


AB0809135090 Dakar PANA in French 
1313 GMT 6 Sep 90 


[Text] Niamey, 6 Sep (ANP/PANA)—The Niger ambas- 
sador to Paris has denounced the negative activities of 
some small groups, obligingly echoed by the media, 
which have recently launched a campaign of disinforma- 
tion and enmity against Niger, it was learned from 
official sources in Niamey today. 


“The Government of Niger pursues a transparent policy 
in matters of human rights and fundamental freedoms 
and maintains regular and sustained contacts with 
Amnesty International,” it was stated in a press commu- 
nique issued by the Niger Embassy in Paris and dis- 
patched to the NIGER PRESS AGENCY (ANP). 


“These confident relations and the return of calmness to the 
Tchin Tabaraden (northeast of the country) region explains 
why, despite the malicious media campaign orchestrated by 
a so-called Tuareg People’s Committee or a so-called Tuareg 
People’s Solidarity Association, Niger does not consider it 
necessary to engage in any controversy with these tiny 
groups,” the communique further stated. 


In the communique, the embassy recalled that armed com- 
mando soldiers attacked some towns in the Tchin Taba- 
raden Region, which justifies the fact that “the government, 
in the face of this murderous and compulsive attack, took 
measures to guarantee the security and tranquillity of the 
region’s inhabitants.” The communique reaffirmed that 
“there is no Tuareg problem in Niger,” pointing out that 
“all Niger citizens are and remain equal before the law.” 


The casualties resulting from the clashes in Tchin Taba- 
raden region were fixed at 63 deaths, out of which nine 
were law enforcement agents and civilians slaughtered in 
cold blood by the attackers. Seventy-seven people were 
arrested in connection with the attack, and of these, 
seven were released recently. 


Reportage on President Saibou’s Visit to Algeria 
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For reportage on the visit by President Ali Saibou to 
Algeria, including reports on his talks with Algerian Pres- 
ident Bendjedid, Malian President Moussa Traore, and 
Libyan leader Mu‘ammar al-Qadhdhafi at the African 
quadripartite summit in Djanet, please see the Interna- 
tional Affairs section of the 10 September Near East & 
South Asia DAILY REPORT and subsequent issues. 
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